
Argo Mission: To improve ocean and weather forecasts, for both global and regional users on land and ocean.
Argo Achievement: Dominant source of subsurface ocean data – used in nearly 600 NOAA products. This global array of autonomous robotic profiling floats measure
from the ocean surface down to 2000 or 6000 meters (float type dependent).
Argo Key Impacts: Critical for Disaster Preparedness and Coastal Safety and Essential for U.S. National Security and Safety - see Quantifying the Value of U.S. Argo
Floats, Operational Users below and our U.S. Argo Float Data Operational Usage Mind Map.
Free Argo Data: Freely available from the U.S. Navy (NRL/Monterey) and Coriolis Argo Global Data Assembly Centers (GDACs).

NOAA OAR AOML U.S. Argo Data Assembly Center (DAC) 
Monthly Metrics Report: May 2026

1,893,222
Total U.S Argo DAC 

Profile Files in GDAC

9,738 Total U.S Floats 2,379 Active Floats

~2.3 hour median float 
to GDAC & GTS user

Polar Argo 
Mission

> 60 ° N & S 
T/S/P. 

Depths: Ice – 2000 m
55,423 profiles

BGC-Argo Mission
Core (T/S/P) + Biogeochemical sensors: 

chlorophyll fluorescence, oxygen, nitrate, 
pH, and backscatter.
Depths: 0 – 2000 m
141,979 profiles

Deep Argo 
Mission

T/S/P. 
Depths: 0 – 6000 m

43,028 profiles

Core Argo MIssion 
Temperature, salinity 
and pressure (T/S/P). 
Depths: 0 – 2000 m

1,751,243 profiles

Ocean Current Predictions 
for Maritime Safety & 

Route Optimization
Land and Ocean 

Weather Predictions

Operational Military 
Support and 

Search & Rescue

Federal and Marine Law 
Enforcement

Marine Ecosystems and 
Fisheries Management

Tracking Weather 
Patterns

Important Notice: Major Argo Chla Data Reprocessing in June 2026 - for more info, see [link] 

https://argo.ucsd.edu/how-do-floats-work/float-types/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ixDw0g_lpcNUc2auxNREUwSO5Omjx2jlKoDpHx3Re_M/edit?usp=sharing
https://atlas.mindmup.com/usargodatausage/us_argo_float_data_operational_usage/index.html
https://nrlgodae1.nrlmry.navy.mil/cgi-bin/argo_select.pl
https://data-argo.ifremer.fr/
https://www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/argo/opr/technical_users.php?args=time2gdac_graphic_w
https://www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/argo/opr/technical_users.php?args=time2bufr_graphic_w
https://biogeochemical-argo.org/chla-reprocessing.php
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Total Profiles per Float Type

Ref: Weekly U.S. National Ice Center Products [link]

https://usicecenter.gov/Products/


U.S. Argo Data Use Cases
Updated Monthly

Slide credit: Lev Looney, AOML CIMASArgo Floats detected the surface and sub-
surface Orinoco River freshwater cap -> 
this freshening contributed to the rapid 
intensification of TS Erin!

mailto:lev.looney@noaa.gov


U.S. Argo Data Use Cases
Updated Monthly

Bridging the Gap: How Argo data are connecting 
our Ocean and Human Health!!

A new 2026 Frontiers in Public Health study highlights how global
ocean data are shaping the future of medicine - proving that
tracking marine variables is critical for predicting waterborne
pathogens; monitoring seafood safety; and protecting global public
health. See full article here.

Find your favorite System here and
see how it uses Argo data!

NOAA OAR AOML News! 

Photo: Gillian Coleman (left) and Jennifer McWhorter (right)
deploying an Argo-Float offshore of the U.S. Virgin Islands.

● AOML doubles our regional BGC-Argo 
fleet in May with four Gulf and two 
Caribbean deployments!!

● Before & after Hurricane Idalia: Watch 
Dr. Jennifer McWhorter’s live Fox 
Weather interview here! See how they 
tracked Idalia using a BGC-Argo float 
and saildrone [full paper here!

https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2026.1770936
https://oceanpredict.org/observations-use/#section-argo-profiling-floats
https://www.foxweather.com/watch/fmc-ayb89cnrrzaidpnf
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2026.1740354
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