
NOAA student opportunities

NOAA Education hosts a website with information about scholarships, 
internships, fellowships, and career development opportunities for high 

school students through post-doctoral: www.noaa.gov/students 

● Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate Scholarship: Increases undergraduate training in oceanic and atmospheric 
science, research, technology, and education and fosters multidisciplinary training opportunities while inviting 
recruitment and preparation of students for public service careers with NOAA: 
noaa.gov/office-education/hollings-scholarship  

● Inclusive NOAA Fisheries Internship Program (IN FISH): The Inclusive NOAA Fisheries Internship Program 
helps to build a diverse and inclusive workforce of scientists and managers: fisheries.noaa.gov/infish

● Pathways Program: Eligible undergraduate interns may be converted to a permanent federal position within a 
defined timeframe upon successful completion of the program that combines education and work experience: 
help.usajobs.gov/working-in-government/unique-hiring-paths/students 

● Educational Partnership Program with Minority Serving Institutions (EPP/MSI): Supports the training, 
education, and graduation of students from communities traditionally underrepresented in NOAA mission-aligned 
fields. Opportunities are available at the undergraduate and graduate levels: noaa.gov/office-education/epp-msi/ 

● William M. Lapenta NOAA Student Internship Program: Targets current undergraduate and graduate 
students to work on areas such as weather, climate and ocean modeling and forecasting, Earth system science, 
decision support tools, social science and operational products to support NOAA's weather, water and climate 
enterprise. Each student will collaborate with one or more scientists at NWS, OAR and NESDIS labs and offices 
nationwide: vlab.noaa.gov/web/lapenta-internship-program/home 

● Chesapeake Bay Internships: Bay-related undergraduate and graduate-level internships include opportunities 
with NOAA as well as collaborative organizations. Experiences include fisheries sampling, data collection and 
analysis, habitat restoration, GIS skills, and community outreach. Most internships are offered during the summer 
months, but some may be available at other times of the year: chesapeake.org/ncbo/ 

● NOAA Ocean Exploration Explorer-in-Training Program: Provides interdisciplinary opportunities that enable 
the next generation of ocean explorers to increase their competitiveness in ocean-related fields. Shore-based or 
at-sea internships can include collaboration on ongoing projects or supporting expeditions and are available to 
undergraduate/graduate students and recent graduates: oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/okeanos/training.html 

● Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program: Provides support for outstanding scholarship and encourages 
independent graduate-level research in oceanography, marine biology, or maritime archaeology - particularly by 
women and members of minority groups: fosterscholars.noaa.gov 

● John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship: Provides a unique educational experience to graduate students 
having an interest in ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources and in national policy decisions affecting those 
resources: seagrant.noaa.gov/Knauss-Fellowship-Program 

● National Marine Fisheries Service/Sea Grant Joint Graduate Fellowship Program in Population 
Dynamics and Marine Resource Economics: Fellowship for Ph.D. candidates who are interested in either of 
these two disciplines: seagrant.noaa.gov/NMFS-SG-Fellowship 

● Office of Coastal Management Fellowships: Provides on-the-job education and training opportunities in 
coastal resource management and policy for postgraduate students through project assistance to state coastal 
zone management programs: coast.noaa.gov/fellowship/ 

● NOAA Climate & Global Change Postdoctoral Fellowship: Appointed fellows are hosted by a mentoring 
scientist to become the next generation of researchers for climate studies: cpaess.ucar.edu/cgc 

U
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Opportunities from NOAA partner organizations 
● American Fisheries Society Hutton Scholarship summer mentoring program for high school students 

underrepresented in fisheries science and management: hutton.fisheries.org/ 
● American Meteorological Society scholarships and fellowships: 

ametsoc.org/index.cfm/ams/information-for/students/ams-scholarships-and-fellowships/ 
● National Weather Association scholarships and grants: nwafoundation.org/scholarships-grants/ 
● Virtual Student Federal Service internship program for undergraduate and graduate students: 

careers.state.gov/interns-fellows/virtual-student-federal-service/ 
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Explore NOAA careers

Learn more about finding a career at NOAA:  
noaa.gov/education/career-at-noaa 

Learn about the wide range of marine careers and people working in those fields: 
● OceanAGE Careers: oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/edu/oceanage/welcome.html 
● Sea Grant Guide to Ocean Opportunities: marinecareers.net/ 

Interested in a career as a meteorologist or hydrologist? 
You will need a college degree in meteorology, atmospheric sciences, or a related science. 
Course work includes calculus and differential equations, physics, chemistry, remote sensing, 
computer sciences, and hydrology. 
● Careers in the National Weather Service: 

noaa.gov/jetstream/nws_intro/educational-requirements-for-careers-in-national-weather-s
ervice 

● American Meteorological Society: ametsoc.org/ams/index.cfm/education-careers/ 

Career opportunities 
Most NOAA federal positions are filled through USAJobs. Search for NOAA jobs at: usajobs.gov 
using keyword “NOAA.” 
● Learn how to search for jobs and complete the federal hiring process at the Office of 

Personnel Management’s help center: help.usajobs.gov/how-to 

Unique hiring paths
Learn more: help.usajobs.gov/working-in-government/unique-hiring-paths 
● Student Pathways Program: 

help.usajobs.gov/working-in-government/unique-hiring-paths/students 
● Veterans: help.usajobs.gov/working-in-government/unique-hiring-paths/veterans 
● NOAA direct hire path for alumni of certain programs: 

noaa.gov/education/opportunities/students/information-for-noaa-student-opportunity-
alumni/conservation-service-corps-act-direct-hiring-authority 

NOAA Corps and civilian positions
● NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps, a uniformed service: 

omao.noaa.gov/noaa-corps/apply-now 
● NOAA civilian vessel jobs: omao.noaa.gov/marine-operations/join-our-team 

Contract opportunities at NOAA
In addition to federal positions, NOAA establishes contracts with private companies for services 
in support of NOAA’s mission. These contracting companies then hire people to provide the 
requested services, including scientists, administrators, engineers, technicians, and IT and 
communications specialists. To find these positions use “NOAA” as a keyword in your job 
search. Here is a partial list of companies with the largest contracts with NOAA. For a full list of 
the top 10 contract companies by office, see noaa.gov/education/career-at-noaa.

● Lynker Technologies LLC
● Consolidated Safety 

Services Incorporated
● Raytheon Company
● L3Harris Technologies Inc.
● Earth Resources Technology Inc.
● Lake Union Drydock Co
● ECS Federal LLC

● IM Solutions LLC
● Red Carrot Inc.
● Ocean Associates Inc.
● GMG Management 

Consulting Inc.
● Your Recruiting Company Inc.
● Golden Key Group LLC
● Manson Construction Company

● Prospect Construction Inc.
● M2 Strategy Inc.
● Government Acquisitions Inc.
● Savvee Consulting Inc.
● General Dynamics 

Information Technology Inc.
● The Aerospace Corporation
● The Mitre Corporation

Finding a career at 
NOAA pro tips:

The application and 
hiring process for federal 
agencies like NOAA may 

be different from what 
you are used to. 

Use saved searches on 
USAJOBS to get 

notifications about new 
job openings.

NOAA’s federal 
employees and 

contractor personnel 
work as a team to 

support NOAA’s mission.

Federal resumes are 
different from resumes in 
the private sector — they 
are typically longer and 

require specific 
information.

Start by going to 
USAJOBS and searching 
for “NOAA.” Click on the 
positions and read more 
about them, even if the 
job title doesn’t catch 

your eye.

Career resources from partner organizations 
● National Marine Sanctuary Foundation jobs and internships: 

marinesanctuary.org/jobs-and-internships/
● Sea Grant careers: seagrant.noaa.gov/careers Updated: November 2024
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