High-density XBT cruise AX080519 report
Ship          :  Maersk Vilnius

Call sign    : 9V8503

Ship Rider :  Fergus Mckay

Dates  XBT’s deployed : May 25th to June 11th 2019

a)
XBTs deployed : 496

b)
Drifters deployed: Nil
c) Profiling floats deployed: Nil
d) GTS Transmission: There was no problems with transmission of data.
e)          Equipment tools and supplies needed: Silicone spray and cable ties.
f)
Problems: The trip went very well. Unfortunately one box of equipment wasn't loaded so I had to make a plan with mounting the A/L.I had 9 faulty probes which never passed the tube test and on 5 occasions re-drops were done due to wire breaks. 3 XBT's passed the tube test but were faulty on release. On the morning of the 31st May and 1st June the Iridium set the date one day ahead, but this only effected a few drops since I picked up the fault quite early and corrected the dates. The Iridium was used for positions and date/time since the NMEA GPS needs to be reprogrammed. Other than that no other problems were experienced. 
f)
Recommendations: The Maersk Vilnius and get a certificate for their long support of the program. The laptops be scanned for viruses .

g)
Other narrative: The Maersk Vilnius is an ideal ship for dropping XBT's, drifters and Argo floats, with it maintaining a very steady speed, and the point of release close to the water, hence very few faulty drops occurred during my trip. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna isn’t far, making installation a lot simpler. The Captain, officers and crew were also very hospitable making for a pleasant voyage.

h)
Ship contact: Captain Ye Htut  




email: 908VILNIUS@maersk.com
