Summary of cruise AX080316 between Durban and Newark

AX00316 was conducted aboard the Maersk Vilnius. I boarded the ship at Durban on the morning of the 23rd of February 2016 and did the installation and testing of the equipment. Two test drops were done when leaving Durban on the 25th  and 26th February. After leaving Cape Town the drops for the AX080316 commenced on the 29th February. However a stowaway was found on board ,so we returned to Cape Town. I then commenced dropping again on the 01st March until the ship arrived at Newark during the morning of the 20th March 2016. 

In total 511 XBT’s were deployed. High density deployments commenced from a depth of 200m once leaving Cape Town on the 01st March and continued until a depth of 200m was reached before Newark on the 20th March 2016. The first part of the trip went very well but on the 5th of March I started getting interference on my drops from a short on the ship caused by sea water getting into the power box which supplied the reefers(refrigerated containers). I asked the electrician to switch the power off for the reefers and did 2 test drops and they were fine. But obviously we couldn’t keep switching the reefers on and off so I asked the electrician if he could try solve the problem. Eventually the electrician made up some extensions so that the reefers could be connected to another power supply. My drops improved but I was still getting some interference. I changed launchers but this didn’t help. The electronic cable tester showed that my Cat 5 cable was fine, but I decided to make up a new cable and run it anyway. This solved the second problem and my drops were fine from there.  I had three faulty probes which never passed the tube test and on 4 occasions re-drops were done due to wire snares. The alarm before the drop doesn’t reset, and the transmission program jams occasionally. The plug for the antenna cable is a bit big making it difficult to feed it through the holes to the cabin. Tube 1 and 5’s pins don’t retract on the spare launcher. Other than that no other problems were experienced.
5 SVPB drifters were deployed.
01 )   116302            03/09/2016          21H13         01.59.42 N      021.53.92 W 

02 )   116301            03/10/2016          13H18         04.59.10 N      024.44.15 W
03 )   132697            03/11/2016          06H14         08.05.63 N      027.44.33 W
04 )   132969            03/11/2016          22H11         11.00.71 N      030.35.78 N 

05)    127165             03/12/2016         15H10         14.01.16 N      033.49.46 W
We had fine weather for most of the trip. The Maersk Visby is an ideal ship for XBT deployments since it maintains a very steady speed and the point of release is close to the water resulting in very few faulty drops due to launching position. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna isn’t far making installation a lot simpler. 

The Captain and crew were hospitable and the crew were very helpful during the voyage.
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