Cruise Report (02/10/2015 – 25/11/2015)
AX081115 – Maersk Vilnius
Technical rider: Chris Jacobs
On 2 November 2015, the Maersk Vilnius departed Cape Town and arrived at Newark on 25 November 2015. During the voyage, expendable bathythermographs (XBTs) in high density. Going at an average speed of 13-14 knots, XBTs were deployed every 62mins so as to provide a drop every 25 km. This provides a high density, high resolution section of the AX08. Very little glitches were experienced as the equipment performed exceptionally well. Bad drops were only observed during passing lightning storms of which the details are provided below.
XBT Deployments
Going at an average speed of 13-14 knots, XBTs were deployed every 62mins so as to provide a drop every 25 km. This provided a high density, high resolution section of the AX08. No problems were encountered during the voyage which made the occupied transect easier.
On 21 November 2015, severe weather and lightning storms resulted in a few of the deployments giving bad readings. Despite numerous re-drops, this problem seemed to occurred until the passing of the storm. Once passed the data collected displayed proper profiles and correct data. Some bad drops were also observed on 23 November and is accosted to severe weather as well.
Regardless of the bad deployments and the severe weather, the majority of the deployments were successful (>90%). A recommendation is that the CAT cable from the connector box to the Auto Launcher be replaced as there as numerous breakages in the wire which have been fixed up. 
General

The Maersk Vilnius is an ideal vessel for all types of deployments with the captain and crew being more than willing to assist with the deployments even during the early hours of the morning. A huge thank you to the Captain Rachel Keowne, Chief Mate, Second officer, and crew of the Maersk Vilnius, especially AB Wrehn and deck cadet Octa, for all the effort and assistance, with the deployments and reloading during the early hours of the morning, and for the great hospitality aboard the cruise.

