High-density XBT cruise AX080213 report

Ship          :  Maersk Vilnius 

Call sign    : 9V8503

Ship Rider :  Fergus Mckay

Dates  XBT’s deployed : February 25th to March 14th 2012

a)
XBTs deployed : 511
b)
Drifters deployed: 08 SVP Drifters were deployed.

    ID          DATE           TIME(GMT)    LATITUDE    LONGITUDE 

   118522   03/01/2013      01H31               16.00.00 S       005.00.50 W 

   118524   03/01/2013      11H57                13.59.11 S    007.15.87 W 

   118526   03/01/2013      22H25                12.00.15 S    009.31.50 W 

   118519   03/02/2013      08H42                 09.59.58 S    011.36.00 W 

   118521   03/02/2013      18H45                 07.59.47 S    013.34.57 W 

   118520   03/03/2013      04H42                 05.58.00 S    015.32.98 W 

   118525   03/03/2013      14H25                 03.59.39 S    017.27.20 W 

   118523   03/04/2013      00H10                 02.00.50 S    019.21.60 W

c) Profiling floats deployed: No floats were deployed .

d) Equipment tools and supplies needed: A tester for the cat-5 cable, cable ties and silicone spray

e)
Problems: There were very few problems this trip. I had one bad box of XBT's and during 2 drops the crew were welding , which caused a bit of a disturbance to the data. Other than that I had the standard few wire snares and snaps. The problem with the spare PC was solved by re-installing the SEAS program and setting the correct ports. The spare cat 5 cable was also faulty. I found the problem to be with the plug on the launcher side so I replaced it. Hopefully we have a tester on board next trip so we can test the cables before installations.

f)
Recommendations: The Maersk Vilnius is a perfect ship for deploying XBT’s so I recommend we use her as much as Maersk allows us to. With the amount of assistance the Maersk Vilnius has done for NOAA, maybe its time she gets a plaque or something for recognition of this.

g)
Other narrative: The Maersk Vilnius is an ideal ship for dropping XBT's, drifters and Argo floats, with it maintaining a very steady speed, and the point of release close to the water, hence very few faulty drops occurred during my trip. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna isn’t far, making installation a lot simpler. The Captain, officers and crew were also extremely hospitable making for a pleasant voyage.

h)
Ship contact: Captain Juanillo.A.Tiu  




email: 908VILNIUS@maersk.com

