Summary of cruise AX081012 between Durban and Newark
AX081012 was conducted aboard the Maersk Vilnius. I boarded the ship at Durban on the morning of the 9th of October 2012 and completed the installation and testing of the equipment with Gus McKay. A test drop was done on the way from Durban to Cape Town on the 10th & 11th of October. After leaving Cape Town the drops for the AX081012 began on the 17th October until the ship birthed at Newark during the morning of the 06th November 2012. 

In total 477 XBT’s were deployed. High density deployments commenced from a depth of 200m once leaving Cape Town on the 17th October and continued until a depth of 200m was reached before Newark on the 06th November. The main problem during the voyage was the intermittent loss of contact with the MK12 card by the laptop and the switching of laptops due to software crashing of AMVERSEAS on the main laptop. As well as the swapping of MK21 boxes as the one was found to be faulty after switching laptops. The only other problem was the occasional wire snag/stretch and a few faulty XBT’s. 
Eleven SVP drifters were deployed as follows.

ID          DATE               TIME(GMT) LATITUDE    LOGNITUDE 

43611           10/21/2012         06H48          18 58.00 S   002 56.90 W 

39065           10/21/2012         06H48          18 58.00 S   002 56.90 W 

42575           10/22/2012         11H02          15 00.00 S   008 11.30 W 

101821         10/22/2012         11H02          15 00.00 S   008 11 30 W 

101969         10/23/2012         15H44          10 57.54 S   013 27.35 W 

41859           10/23/2012         15H44          10 57.54 S   013 27.35 W 

101834          10/24/2012         20H10         06 59.02 S   018 34.91 W 

43562            10/24/2012         20H10         06 59.02 S   018 34.91 W 

42647            10/25/2012         11H25         04 59.80 S   021 08.12 W 

101986          10/25/2012         11H25         04 59.80 S   021 08.12 W 

101993          10/26/2012         00H40         02 58.75 S   023 41.63 W 

Overall the voyage went well with only the one day were issues were encountered. The Maersk Vilnius is an ideal ship for XBT deployments as it maintains a steady speed and the point of release is near to the waterline resulting in only a few faulty drops due to the launching position. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna is not far, thus making installation simpler. 
The Captain and crew were very hospitable during the crew and eager to assist during the voyage.
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