High-density XBT cruise AX080212 report

Ship          :  Maersk Vilnius 
Call sign    : 9V8503
Ship Rider :  Fergus Mckay

Dates  XBT’s deployed : February 26th to March 13th 2012
a)
XBTs deployed : 541
b)
Drifters deployed: No drifters were deployed.

ID

DEPLOYED


POSITION

c)
Profiling floats deployed: 6 floats were deployed .

       Float S/N        Date of start up  Deployment date  Time (GMT)      Latitude         Longitude
  1) 1123#104053   Pre-voyage           03/02/2012             12H55                 08.01.00 S     012.14.10 W
  2) 1124#104054   Pre-voyage           03/03/2012             09H15                 04.00.10 S     016.37.60 W
  3) 1127#104057   Pre-voyage           03/04/2012             01H00                 01.00.05 S    019.54.00 W
  4) 1126#104056   Pre-voyage           03/04/2012             22H20                 02.50.00 N   024.20.30 W
  5) 1125#104055   Pre-voyage           03/07/2012             06H05                 13.00.15 N    036.27.32 W
  6) 1119#104049   Pre-voyage           03/11/2012             23H55                 33.00.00 N    062.13.28 W

d) Equipment tools and supplies needed: A spare MK12 card,  A spare connector box , a new battery for the UPS and silicone spray.
e)
Problems: I had an intermittent problem initially where I would get six or so good drops and then a drop starting at 2degrees, which is an indication of a partial break in one of the cables. I found the fault to be with the USB cable of the new MK21 .I replaced it with the old spare MK21 and had no further problems of this sort. The only other problems for the rest of the trip were on the 9th and 10th of March when the wire snagged due to the rolling of the ship in rough seas, resulting in second drops being done. The snaring of the wire seemed to be occurring mostly with tube seven, so I discontinued its use and this alleviated the problem.
f)
Recommendations: The Maersk Vilnius is a perfect ship for deploying XBT’s so I recommend we use her as much as Maersk allows us to. 
g)
Other narrative: The Maersk Vilnius is an ideal ship for dropping XBT's drifters and argo floats, with it maintaining a very steady speed, and the point of release close to the water, hence very few faulty drops occurred during my trip. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna isn’t far, making installation a lot simpler. The Captain, officers and crew were also very hospitable making for a pleasant voyage.

h)
Ship contact: Captain Anooj Unnikrishnan



email: 908VILNIUS@maersk.com
