High-density XBT cruise AX080812 report

Ship          :  Maersk Vilnius 
Call sign    : 9V8503
Ship Rider :  Fergus Mckay

Dates  XBT’s deployed : August 11th to September 05th 2012
a)
XBTs deployed : 491
b)
Drifters deployed: 10 SVP Drifters were deployed.

118434    08/23/2012     11H45          12.00.00 S     007.49.08 W 

118435     08/23/2012    11H45          12.00.00 S     007.49.08 W 

118436     08/23/2012    22H25          10.00.00 S     010.02.80 W 

118430     08/23/2012    22H25          10.00.00 S     010.02.80 W 

118438     08/24/2012    08H55          08.00.00 S     012.15.02 W 

118433     08/24/2012    08H55          08.00.00 S     012.15.02 W 

118432     08/24/2012    19H25          06.00.00 S     014.27.04 W 

118437     08/24/2012    19H25          06.00.00 S     014.27.04 W 

118429     08/25/2012    05H48          03.59.15 S     016.39.58 W 

118431     08/25/2012    05H48          03.59.15 S     016.39.58 W 

c)
Profiling floats deployed: No floats were deployed .

       Float S/N        Date of start up  Deployment date  Time (GMT)      Latitude         Longitude

d) Equipment tools and supplies needed: A tester for the cat-5 cable and silicone spray
e)
Problems: There is an intermittent problem with the program where the PC loses contact with the MK21 card and the PC would then need to be re-booted every time. Apparently the technicians are aware of this and are working on solving it. Tube 6 was giving the odd bad drop so I checked it and found that it wasn’t connecting to the XBT properly so I adjusted the tension on the cap and changed the clip. This solved the problem. I was getting a few wire snares from tube 7 which I guessed were because of small brackets bolted to the top corners of the launcher. After removing the brackets the problem was also solved. Other than the odd wire snare and a few faulty XBT’s no further problems were experienced.
f)
Recommendations: The Maersk Vilnius is a perfect ship for deploying XBT’s so I recommend we use her as much as Maersk allows us to. 
g)
Other narrative: The Maersk Vilnius is an ideal ship for dropping XBT's, drifters and Argo floats, with it maintaining a very steady speed, and the point of release close to the water, hence very few faulty drops occurred during my trip. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna isn’t far, making installation a lot simpler. The Captain, officers and crew were also very hospitable making for a pleasant voyage.

h)
Ship contact: Captain Efren.F.Esparagoza



email: 908VILNIUS@maersk.com
