Summary of cruise AX080711 between Durban and Newark
AX080711 was conducted aboard the Maersk Vilnius. I boarded the ship at Durban on the morning of the 17th of July 2011 and did the installation and testing of the equipment. The test drop was done between Durban and Cape town on the 20th July 2011. After leaving Cape Town the drops for the AX080711 commenced on the 22nd at 17H07. The ship birthed at Newark during the morning of the 06th August 2011. 

In total 270 XBT’s were deployed. Low density deployments commenced from a depth of 200m once leaving Cape Town at a rate of 4 a day until 20°S. Intermediate density deployments were done at a rate of one per 40km from 20°S to 10°S.  High density deployments at a rate of one per 30 km, were started at 10°S until 10°N. Intermediate density deployments commenced again from 10°N until 30° N. Thereafter Low density deployments commenced again until a depth of 200m was reached before Newark. 

No drifters or profiling floats were deployed.

The weather was fine for most of the cruise. 
Only five second drops were done. The first was due a wave pushing the XBT against the hull. The next two were from the same box and both had almost identical depth of failure so I suspect the batch. The last two were due to wire stretching/ snagging. Four XBT’s were found to be faulty before launching.
Overall the voyage went well with very few problems worth mentioning. The Maersk Vilnius is an ideal ship for XBT deployments since it maintains a very steady speed and the point of release is close to the water resulting in very few faulty drops during my trip. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna isn’t far making installation a lot simpler. 
The Captain and crew were very hospitable during the crew and eager to assist during the voyage.
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