Summary of cruise AX080808 between Cape Town and Newark

AX080808 was conducted aboard the M/V Safmarine Ngami. This was the second, high density leg aboard this great new ship. The ship departed Cape Town on the 29th August and reached anchor outside Newark on the 13th September.   

In total 291 XBTs were deployed. Intermediate density deployments commenced from 32°S. High density measurements were started at 10°S. Intermediate density deployments were resumed from 10°N until 20°N. For the remainder of the cruise low density measurements were made at a rate of six per day.

Eight drifters were deployed as follows.

ID

DEPLOYED


POSITION

78811

08/30/2008 – 10:47

30° 00' S       012° 23' E

78854

08/31/2008 – 19:04

23° 59.9' S    004° 17.4' E

78856

09/01/2008 – 14:57

19° 59.8' S    000° 36.3' E

78858

09/02/2008 – 09:48

15° 59.8' S    004° 53.2' W

78809

09/04/2008 – 11:28

05° 01.4' S    015° 52.2' W

78857

09/05/2008 – 09:56

00° 00.5' S    020° 38.1' W

78855

09/06/2008 – 21:49

07° 59.4' N    028°16.2' W

78812

09/08/2008 – 01:46

14° 00.1' N    034° 20.0' W

Two floats were deployed as follows:

ID


DEPLOYED


POSITION

791/71604

09/04/2008 – 20:22

03° 01.4' S    017° 46.1' W

794/71607

09/05/2008 – 19:04

02° 02.3' N    022° 34.7' W

On departure from Cape Town the wind was strong and the seas rough. This appeared to have caused some spikes in the data necessitating a number of redeployments. The strong winds abated on 31 August resulting in fewer bad deployments. The auto-launcher developed an electrical connection fault on 7 August. A number of hand launches were performed during this technical problem. The faulty auto-launcher was replaced with the spare. 

