Summary of cruise AX181013 between Durban and Newark

AX181013 was conducted aboard the M/V Explorer. I boarded the ship at Cape Town on the morning of the 26th of October 2013 and did the installation and testing of the equipment. A test drop was done when leaving Cape Town on the 30th October. After leaving Cape Town the drops for the AX181013 commenced on the 30th September until the ship reached shallow waters off the coast of Argentina during the morning of the 11th November 2013. 

In total 230 XBT’s were deployed. High density deployments commenced from a depth of 200m once leaving Cape Town on the 30th October and continued until a depth of 200m was reached before Buneos Aires on the 11th November. There weren't any major problems this voyage. The first problem I encountered was that the pin in tube 3 wouldn’t move so it was taken out of the sequence. The only other problems being the occasional wire snag/stretch and a couple of faulty XBT’s.  Two drops were also a bit spikey due to welding during the drops.

Eighteen Argo profiling drifters were deployed as follows:

   ID          DATE           TIME(GMT)    LATITUDE    LONGITUDE 

   8088       11/02/2013      23H06               32.40.56 S       000.59.89 W
   8217       11/04/2013      02H34               32.40.58 S       008.00.78 W
   8185       11/04/2013      10H35               32.40.57 S       009.58.76 W
   8178       11/04/2013      18H19               32.40.54 S       011.57.82 W 

   8081       11/05/2013      03H09               32.40.58 S      014.13.13 W 

  5188        11/06/2013      00H51               32.40.59 S      019.54.03 W

  8194        11/06/2013      12H11               32.40.59 S      022.52.35 W

  6010        11/06/2013      20H17               32.40.58 S      024.59.88 W

  6583        11/07/2013      07H57               32.40.58 S      027.58.34 W

  6005        11/07/2013      16H47               32.40.59 S      030.11.14 W

  7983        11/08/2013      01H17               32.40.59 S      032.26.42 W
  8041        11/08/2013      12H09               32.40.59 S      035.21.12 W

  8024        11/08/2013      20H48               32.40.59 S      037.32.05 W

  6281        11/09/2013      08H44               32.40.60 S      040.27.31 W

  8193        11/09/2013      17H35               32.40.60 S      042.44.48 W

  8189        11/10/2013      03H24               33.01.94 S      045.13.52 W

  6002        11/10/2013      13H20               33.29.77 S      047.30.46 W

 5186         11/10/2013      23H31               33.59.15 S      049.55.93 W

Overall the voyage went well. We had fine weather for most of the trip. The M/V Explorer is an ideal ship for XBT deployments since it maintains a very steady speed and the point of release is close to the water resulting in very few faulty drops due to launching position. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna is very close making installation a lot simpler. 

The Captain and crew were extremely hospitable during the crew and eager to assist during the voyage.
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