AX181006 CRUISE REPORT

Introduction.

The AX181006 was performed on board the M/V “EVER GAINING” departing from Durban, South Africa on 29SET2006, then from Cape Town on 04MAY, and arriving Buenos Aires on 15MAY2006.

A. XBT.

A total of 189 eXpendable BathyThermographs were deployed along track according to the specifications of the Cruise Plan, 70 in High Density mode between the coast of South Africa and 1ºW. 78 in Intermediate Density mode between 1ºW and 40ºW. 41 in High Density mode between 40ºW and the coast of South America. 

SEAS2000 system was used during the cruise.

B. Problems.
1. From 06OCT morning, gale with winds over 40/45 Knots from NNW and later from WSW affected XBT measuring until 08OCT morning.

2. # 3 tube pin did not extended after a launch and # 2 tube pin did not fully retracted after other launch. AL was changed and pins lubricated with WD40. 

3. NCR x386 (s/n 1521653877) backup PC was tested and is out of service (see E. Supplies needed).

4. Probe #158 was automatically launched by the system 9 minutes before being engaged AL cycle.

C. Recommendations.

Change of backup autolauncher x6 (stored in metal case).

D. Other narrative.

The 8 boxes with instruments and hardware , and 2 x 12 XBT probes boxes were left onboard M/V EVER GAINING (4th Officer cabin –  E Deck) for next ride.

All along the cruise the Master, Chief Mate, Officers & crew were extremely helpful and co-operative. 

E. Additional equipment, tools, supplies needed.

· spares for NEC x386: new internal battery (inorganic lithium battery - O L JN - 3.6 V size AA), system disk and setup parameters.

· 10” plastic tie wraps.

· duct tape.

F. GTS transmission

Worked properly. Only once was necessary to manually transmit a .bin file using the command Transmit last profile. 
G. Drifters deployed.

ID
Date
Time (GMT)
Latitude
Longitude

xxxxx
dd / mm / yy
hh : mm
DD mm,mm NS
DDD mm,mm EW

62078
11/10/06
08:56
34º 35.96 S
030º 10.9 W

62079
13/10/06
14:27
34º 55.85 S
048º 00.0 W

H. Profiling floats deployed: 

NONE.
