Update 3: (Starting daily written email updates at the request of cruise participants)

 

Sunday 11 September, 2011

(Molly's layman update:  Again this is not any official version of events)

There was some good news yesterday, in that the engineers were able to rebuild a pump after finding four additional small 4mm pins in various parts of the system that were removed.

 

A test yesterday afternoon confirmed it was working, but many additional issues remain.  The three issues were 1 - the control of the pump, 2 - a leak remaining in one of the three good steering motors and 3 - a "hole" where the forth steering motor was removed.

 

The most significant issue is that the pump "control" is not working properly, requiring a calibration of the pump.  The control system was recently changed and requires software and a laptop to access and hence the repairs will require a technician. A technician to help with the control unit may be available here in Cape Town, otherwise someone could possibly be sent from Brazil.

 

Alternatively, one working pump could be reassembled from the two other pumps.  These are the same pumps that were previously installed and in principal may not require recalibration.

 

The engineering staff will be working on resolving these issues today.  From an engineering perspective, there remains some slim chance that we could depart Monday if theses three issues could be resolved.  Please note that no official departure date has been set.  However, if you plan on leaving the ship overnight, please provide Alison or me with contact phone numbers and check in tonight for an update.

 

You may have noticed that the galley staff has been short handed.  One of the staff has had an issue that will require him to leave the ship.  Its not serious and he is okay, but he cannot sail with us.  There has been no decision about the impact of the “short-staffing” on the cruise departure date.  However while in port, the galley will be closed for dinners starting tomorrow, Monday. Sunday night dinner will be served.

