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Introduction 

An earthquake is one of the most powerful forces in the world, and often one of the deadliest. 
According to the United States Geological Survey1, the largest earthquake was in Chile on May 22, 
1960 and registered 9.5 on the Richter scale.  This earthquake bibliography is the second in a 
series of information bibliographies presenting material held in the NOAA Libraries on natural 
disasters. Here you will find scientific studies and recounting of earthquake events from the 
earliest times to the present.  

If you would like more information on scientific studies of earthquakes the library staff at the 
NOAA Miami Regional Library would be pleased to provide a citation and abstract listing for you. 

Email: aoml.library@noaa.gov 

To find the specific location of these items, go the NOAA Library Catalog: 

http://www.lib.noaa.gov/uhtbin/webcat 

To request an item, find your closest NOAA Library: 

http://www.lib.noaa.gov/about/lib_network.html 

Some interesting items in this collection: 

A book from 1792 titled: “An historical miscellany of the curiosities and rarities in nature and art: 
comprising new and entertaining descriptions of the most surprising volcanos, caverns, cataracts, 
whirlpools, waterfalls, earthquakes, thunder, lightning, and other wonderful and stupendous 
phenomena of nature, forming a rich and comprehensive view of all that is interesting and curious 
in every part of the habitable world.”  (Held in the Rare Book Collection of the NOAA Central 
Library in Silver Spring, Maryland) 

A book from 1932 titled: “United States Earthquakes, 1930” by The Coast and Geodetic Survey.  
(Held at the NOAA Miami Regional Library in Miami, Florida) 

A book from 1966 titled: “Earthquake! The Story of Alaska's Good Friday Disaster” by Eloise 
Paananen.  (Held at the Auke Bay Laboratory Library in Juneau, Alaska) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

1United States Geological Survey. (2015). Largest Earthquakes in the World Since 1900. 
Retrieved from http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/world/10_largest_world.php 
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