Running title (40 character limit): ENSO flavors and US tornado outbreaks
Question 1: What major topic or scientific question is addressed and why is rapid publication required? (255 character limit):

This is the first study to explore the probability of U.S. regional tornado outbreaks linked to various springtime ENSO flavors and North Atlantic SST variability. 
Question 2: What new scientific knowledge is presented and why is it a major advance? For a major technical development, what new scientific advances will this allow and why? (255 character limit):

We show that the four main phases of springtime ENSO evolution and the North Atlantic SST tripole in early spring are linked to distinctive spatial patterns of the probability of U.S. regional tornado outbreaks.
Question 3: What are the broad implications of the results, which scientific communities will be impacted by the paper and why? (255 character limit):

An important implication of our findings is that the leading modes of ENSO variability could be used as predictors to build a seasonal outlook for U.S. tornado outbreaks. Thus, seasonal climate forecast community will benefit from this study.

Main point #1: (100 character limit): 

Springtime ENSO phases are linked to the US regional tornado outbreak frequency
Main point #2: (100 character limit): 

The outbreak frequency increases with resurgent and transitioning La Niña events

Main point #3: (100 character limit): 

North Atlantic SST tripole is linked to the outbreak frequency in early spring
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