
Outstanding Paper Award Ballot 
Rank papers from 1 (highest) to 5 (lowest) 

Points will be assigned according to rank. 
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Guiding questions to consider when evaluating the papers: 
 

1. Originality:  To what extent does the paper present fundamentally new ideas, new 
data, new interpretation of existing data, new methods or techniques, and/or new 
instruments? 

2. Importance:  To what extent does the paper, through theoretical or experimental 
analysis, have fundamental impact on basic scientific understanding in the field? 

3. Usefulness:  To what extent does the paper have practical application to 
significant national problems? 

4. Quality of Writing:  To what extent does the paper exhibit clarity, accuracy, good 
arrangement, and excellent data presentation? 

	
  


