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Report by the task team on data management

(Submitted by Mayra Pazos)
	Summary and purpose of the document

 This document contains the report by the chairperson of the DBCP Task Team on Data Management.



ACTION PROPOSED


The Panel will review the information contained in this report and comment and make decisions or recommendations as appropriate. 

______________________

Appendix:
A.
Terms of Reference by the Task Team on Data Management

Discussion

The Task Team on Data Management was recently created during DBCP-23 in Jeju, Korea, October 2007.

During the intersessional period, the TT-Data Management has proposed changes to the Terms of Reference, and proposed membership to selected team members, that includes data managers from  different centers, and a drifter manufacturer.

Delayed mode distribution of data

Regarding delayed mode distribution of the data to the RNODC archiving center for drifting buoys, the Drifter Data Assembly Center at AOML, has recently submitted an update that includes drifter data from the period January 2006 through June 2007. A question was raised to ISDM, Canada, as to why drifter raw data was only available through 2003, while quality control/interpolated data was available through beginning of 2006, they are aware of the problem and the reasons for the submissions not being processed have been a few internal processing and organizational problems that are expected to be sorted out in less than 3 months.

Real time distribution of data

A new tool, very useful for buoy operators to look at the quality of in situ observations of SST drifter data, developed by the Norwegian Meteorological Institute is available on the web. The data are collected from the OSI SAF match up data base where METOP SST observations are collocated with in situ SST observations from the GTS.  


http://saf.met.no/validation/list_sst_mdb_global.php
Format issues

CLS reported they are beginning to work with drifter manufacturers to integrate Argos PMT in drifters.  This could positively impact most of data formats that have been developed thought the years, in that these formats can be much simpler, and easy to integrate in a database, it would also an impact on users in that the processing routines will need to be changed. At the same time, the new Argos processing centers are now able to handle multiple messages and formats, concatenate messages, process checksums that data delivered to the user will need less decoding effort. Nevertheless, the old distribution formats will still be an option. CLS would like to initiate thoughts and discussion on this issue on how to proceed in the future.

Proposed recommendations

· CLS should continue to address data timeliness issues in the Atlantic, Southern Pacific and Indian oceans, only very minor improvements have been made, so investment in new LUTs is necessary.

· CLS has developed a tool to summarise buoy data delays over the long term.  They are also investigating the delays in each section of the data flow to see where improvements can be made.  This Argos timeliness monitoring tool, should be extended to demonstrate the sources of delays in each component of the data flow and for different geographic areas.

· Participation by all buoy operators in the Iridium Pilot project and the Argos 3 pilot project should  be encouraged by the DBCP.

· Review the BUFR template for buoys and define requirements for additions or changes in future.  Particularly for any additional metadata to be included (in real-time, with the GTS message i.e. Category 1 metadata).

· Consider the potential impacts of the implementation of 7 digit WMO numbers in BUFR messages, on data processing systems (e.g. the Argos processing system, Data Centers and Data Managers in the community).

· Review of roles in archiving centers to avoid overlap between DBCP (ISDM, Canada and Meteo- France) and IODE.

Term of Reference of the Task Team on Data Management

The DBCP Task Team on Data Management shall: 
1. Receive and review reports from the Data Management Centres specializing in buoy data, i.e. (i) the Meteo-France SOC/DB, and (ii) the ISDM, Canada RNODC/DB; reconcile any overlaps with emphasis on differences.

2. Liaise with the DBCP Task Team on Quality Management for compiling table driven coding requirements for data buoy observations, for all relevant applications, and submit them in a consolidated way to the DMPA Task Team on Table Driven Codes.

3. Address issues to do with real time distribution of data, including GTS issues, timeliness and methods to improve data/flows.

4. Address issues relating to delayed mode distribution and archiving of the data. 

5. Seek input from data users on which instrumental metadata is most important and how it is best managed and coordinate these activities with the JCOMM Meta-T Project.

6. Review all relevant JCOMM Publications, to make sure they are kept up to date and comply with Quality Management terminology.

7. Follow up with regard to the development of the WIGOS Pilot Project for JCOMM and make sure that the developments proposed by the Task Team are consistent with the WIGOS and WIS requirements.

8. Make recommendations to the DBCP Executive Board or the DBCP for addressing the issues above. 

9. Report to the DBCP Executive Board and the DBCP at its biennial Sessions. 

Membership: 
The membership is open to all Panel Members. The chairperson, appointed by the Panel, has selected the following team members: 

Mayra Pazos (TT Chairperson and GDP representative) 

Bruce Bradshaw (RNODC representative)

Jean Rolland (SOC representative) 

Bill Burnett     (NDBC data manager )

Christian Ortega (CLS data manager)

Hester Viola   (DBCP Technical Coordinator (ex officio)  )

Jeff Wingenroth (Technocean Inc.)  Representative from buoy manufacturer
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