Monitoring the Ocean Improves Hurricane

Intensity Forecasts

Hurricane Katrina (2005) intensified while

Improvements in hurricane intensity forecasts travelling over a warm ocean eddy

for the Atlantic have lagged in comparison to
hurricane track forecasts.
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PHOD plays a key role in collecting and maintaining
sustained ocean observations that monitor the
thermal structure of these warm ocean features using
drifters, Argo floats, XBTs, moorings, etc.

Since 2014, sustained and targeted ocean
observations have been gathered in support of
hurricane intensity forecasts using underwater
gliders.

Hurricane Gonzalo (2014)

Gliders are autonomous, remotely-operated
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