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Issues for the SOOP
(Submitted by Gustavo Goni, SOOPIP Chair)

	Summary and purpose of the document

This document provides information on potential future requirements of the SOOP Implementation Panel, and on the following issues in particular:
(i) The real-time and delayed-mode data transmission systems being used for the collection of SOOP data, including XBT data in particular;

(ii) Limitations, cost‑effectiveness, format issues, the reporting of instrument/platform metadata;

(iii) Data tracking and quality control issues;

(iv) New technologies available to carry out the objectives of the SOOP;

(v) How other programmes such as the SCOR OceanScope, the GO-SHIP, the Oleander Project, the IOCCP (pCO2 transects), and Argo programme, could cooperate with the SOOP and synergies developed;

(vi) Biases of XBT data, how they can be estimated, and the data corrected;

(vii) The inclusion of XBT data in the World Ocean Atlas (WOA), including related requirements, and issues.



ACTION PROPOSED


The Team will review the information contained in this report, and comment and make decisions or recommendations as appropriate. See part A for the details of recommended actions.

___________________________________________________________________

Appendices:
A.

B.


C.


D.


- A -
Draft TEXT for inclusion in the final report (this part should be from half a page to one page long; but not exceeding one page, summarizing the facts and including the list of recommendations or actions proposed to the meeting by the author of the document)
8.3.1
Reporting of SOOP observations in real-time onto the GTS

8.3.1.1
The Panel reviewed the real-time and delayed-mode data transmission systems being used for the collection of SOOP data, including XBT data in particular.  It addressed limitations, cost‑effectiveness, format issues, the reporting of instrument/platform metadata, and made the following recommendations:

· Xx

· Xx

8.3.1.2
The Panel also discussed data tracking and quality control issues.
     Data tracking activities are necessary for the verification of data flows from the source (observation platform) to the processing centers, where the data is analyzed, quality controlled, and sent to the GTS. The tracking of these data ensure that the observations obtained by different platforms are received and correctly disseminated through the GTS with the appropriate format. Otherwise the data cannot be used or, if communication problems are not detected, lost. Although a process monitoring the data flow in the GTS minimize data loss in real-time operations, it is critical that institutions producing the data made delayed-time data available. Otherwise the complete data tracking as well as the assessment of data drops is not possible.
8.3.2
New technologies

8.3.2.1
The Panel reviewed new technologies available to carry out the objectives of the SOOP.

8.3.3
Partnerships and integration of other programmes with SOOP

8.3.3.1
The SOOP considered how other programmes such as the SCOR OceanScope, the GO-SHIP, the Oleander Project, the IOCCP (pCO2 transects), and Argo programme, could cooperate with the SOOP and synergies developed in terms of: (i.) information exchange on common issues such as satellite data telecommunication, GTS, instrumentation and best practices; and (ii.) programme implementation such as logistics, ship recruitment and assistance with deployment opportunities.

8.3.4
XBT biases

8.3.4.1
The Panel discussed biases of XBT data, how they can be estimated, and the data corrected.

8.3.5
World Ocean Atlas (WOA)

8.3.5.1
The Panel discussed the inclusion of XBT data in the World Ocean Atlas (WOA), including related requirements, and issues.

- B -
Background information (if necessary, provide additional material to further explain the information in part A but that will not be included in the report of the meeting)
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