Question 1 (255 character limit): What major topic or scientific question is addressed and why is rapid publication required?

This manuscript addresses if there is an optimal ENSO pattern linked to an increased number of intense U.S. tornadoes in spring. This is the first study to show potential long-term predictability of U.S. tornado activity. 

Question 2 (255 character limit): What new scientific knowledge is presented and why is it a major advance? For a major technical development, what new scientific advances will this allow and why? 

This study shows that a positive phase of Trans-Niño is linked to an increased number of intense U.S. tornadoes because cooling in the central Pacific and warming in the eastern Pacific have constructive effect to increase U.S. tornado activity. 

Question 3 (255 character limit): What are the broad implications of the results, which scientific communities will be impacted by the paper and why?

This study shows potential long-term predictive skill of U.S. tornado activity provided by the Trans-Niño-induced teleconnection to the central U.S. Therefore, climate research and forecasting community will find this study useful.

Main point #1: (80 character limit): 

A positive phase Trans-Niño may increase the number of intense U.S. tornadoes.

Main point #2: (80 character limit): 

Cold CP and warm EP have constructive effect to increase U.S. tornado activity.

Main point #3: (80 character limit): 

The 2011 Trans-Niño event contributed to the tornado outbreaks in that year. 

Running Title: (40 character limit): 

Optimal ENSO pattern for U.S. tornadoes
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