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Above: Recommendations of OceanObs99 from the Australian meeting.
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Locations of all XBT observations transmitted into the GTS during 2007.
[image: image4.png]45°N

45°S

180° 135°W 90°W 45°W 0° 45°F 90°FE 135°FE 180°




The figure above shows the distribution during January-May 2008 of the location of the XBT (red) and Argo (blue) observations.  This figure helps to understand the difference in sampling strategies for both platforms.  While Argo provides a global and rather homogeneous coverage designed for climate studies, XBTs is done along repeat transects also designed to resolve mesoscale features, location of surface currents and undercurrents.

The figure below is the same but for all of 2007.
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TSG measurements transmitted into the GTS since 2000.  One of the advantages of TSG over Argo measurements at the surface is that TSG allows to measure spatial gradients along the transect of the ship.  Besides the operations in cargo ships, we are participating in the installation and operation in one cruise ship (Explorer of the Seas) and one floating university (Semester at Sea of the University of Virginia, 
http://www.semesteratsea.org/about-us/presidents-welcome/strategic-alliances.php)
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The Oleander has continuously operated a TSG since 1990.  The other two ships below are the Royal Caribbean Cruise Line’s Explorer of the Seas (center) and the Semester At Sea’s Explorer (right).
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The figure below shows a typical  TSG installation .
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