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1. Introduction
I was elected to the position of co-TC for the ISABP at the 12th meeting held in Rio De Janeiro in May 2008.  It was just over a year since I had started working with buoys and having been given the honour was daunting, although I wasn’t in the deep end because I had a very experienced colleague, Mayra, to work alongside.

Since the last meeting of the ISABP almost two years ago, there has been increased participation from the island communities of Tristan da Cunha and the Falklands, there’s been a greater uptake in the Pilot Project, and there’s been a tightening of belts by organizations the world over, result from the Global Economic crunch.

2. The intersessional period

Having been previously elected as the co-TC in May of 2008, I was tasked with presenting the report of the ISABP at the DBCP 24th Session meeting that was hosted by the South African Weather Service in Cape Town in October of the same year.  The report was welcomed by the DBCP participants.  They applauded the increase in the numbers of barometric buoys deployed, the increase in data products, and especially the ISABP recommendation on conducting studies in evaluating impacts of drifter pressure data on Numerical Weather Prediction models.  There was however a question on the apparent regular occurrence of Failure on Deployments, and whether this was manufacturer dependant.
The island community of Tristan da Cunha has been participating actively in the programme deploying buoys throughout the year from their fisheries vessel, the Edinburgh.

I trust that the capacity building initiatives focused on the Western African countries that have been carried out during the intersessional period will capacitate the African countries to participate further.

3. New Developments

The SAWS has acquired 5 Iridium buoys and will be deploying them as part of the Iridium Pilot Project.  These were deployed as indicated below:
IMEI #: 481500

Date: 15 December 2009 at 00H31 GMT
Position: 50o00`S, 01o24`E

IMEI#: 486510 (with GPS)
Date: 25 January 2010 at 01H25 GMT

Position: 52o59.3’S, 33o59.3’W

The PMO is now playing a bigger role in actively finding deployment opportunities, as well as increasing the VOS fleet.  As part of this, he has identified more opportunities for deployments and as a result, he’s been able to arrange more deployments, although thus far, these have been mostly in the Indian Ocean sector

4. Challenges

Since December 2008, the Polarstern, the German ice-breaker, has been carrying out its Antarctic research work during the austral summer in the Pacific sector of the Southern Ocean.  The Polarstern deployment was a very helpful and always dependable as they periodically visited the Drake Passage which was great deployment position for buoys, as they would track eastwards along the Antarctic Circumpolar current, covering the volatile southern reaches of the Atlantic very well.  It appears though that she will be returning to the Atlantic sector in the 2010/2011 austral summer season
