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Observing System Status:  2010, Q4.
Surface Currents

Requirement: 2 cm/s accuracy (drogue on);
     600 km resolution;
     1 sample per month (GOOS/GCOS, 1999)

Performance measure: reduce the error in global

         measurement of surface velocity
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Observing system status, October−December 2010
 45E  90E 135E 180 135W  90W  45W   0 

80S

60S

40S

20S

 0 

20N

40N

60N

80N

Drogued drifting buoys: 712 Moored buoys: 30

’95 ’96 ’97 ’98 ’99 ’00 ’01 ’02 ’03 ’04 ’05 ’06 ’07 ’08 ’09 ’10 ’11
  0%

 20%

 40%

 60%

 80%

100%

Goal:
100% Global Coverage

Percent of 600 km squares with one observation per month


