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Rabbit Key and Twm Key basins consist of a pair of shaIIow water
bodies adjacent to the western boundary of Florida Bay and
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The western basins serve as a transition zone for water exchange between the
southwest shelf and more restricted, poorly flushed inner basins of Florida Bay.

These results clearly show that shelf and oceanic transport of Shark River  All channels display significant mean outflows in both basins, which suggests there may have existed mean inflows

Exchange of western basin waters takes place through a series of flow channels discharge and riverine inputs from the west Florida coast southward to the over the broad banks. Basin interior circulations were a mixed response to tide and wind forcing in Rabbit Key basin, These observations provide a comprehensive data set for use in
through the shallow banks, as well as directly over the banks when water levels Western Florida Bay region can have a considerable effect in moderating but were primarily wind driven in Twin Key basin. This indicates strong frictional dampening of the semi-diurnal and

are sufficiently deep. the development of hypersalinity in Florida Bay. diurnal tidal wave moving into the basins from the Gulf by the shallow Twin Key Bank separating the two basins. calibration and validation of the Florida Bay hyd rOdynamiC model.



