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Established in feb. 2001, Toulouse (France), within JCOMMOPS
Became part of the Argo Project Office in 2003
Staffed with 1 Technical Coordinator (IOC employee)
Funded  by Australia, Canada, France, UK and US 

Guidance by AST chair and APO Director
Close collaboration with IOC and WMO secretariats

IOC Res. XX-6 implementation
International Coordination

AIC Background
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JCOMM in-situ Observing Platforms Support centre (June 2001)
Argo, DBCP, SOOP coordination

Logistic contract with CLS-Argos
10 000 $ / year extra funding for the information system 
1 student / year

Argo TC benefits experience from 15 years of international coo.
Synergies are developed
Integrated services available (programme status, deployment  

opportunities, assistance for data distribution, etc)

JCOMMOPS facilitates: decision making proces, implementation, 
monitoring

JCOMMOPS
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Specific services 
or products 
provided by 
member state

Monitoring Products and 
Services

CCLS

PProvides as contracted
• Office space
• Logistic
• Secretariat
• Computers
• Internet Access

JCOMM
OPA & DMPA

DBCP SOOP AST VOS

JCOMMOPS

JCOMMOPS
web

DBCP & SOOP
Coordinator AIC

AIC 
web

Argo
Coordinator

JCOMMOPS
database

JCOMMOPS …
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Facilitate Argo implementation
Assist all actors as appropriate
Monitor the global network
Facilitate data management
Promote the progamme
Encourage new participants

Act as a clearing house regarding all aspects of Argo
Act as a focal point regarding communications

Efficient Information System & reactivity needed

Coordination
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Time consuming to develop (on going effort: < 30% working 
time)

Time saving to use
Implemented and maintained by TC
TC = main user 

Coordination and Monitoring facilitated
Information spreading facilitated
Services provided on-line / on demand

3 Servers (Data Base, web applications, GIS/charts)
Mailing Lists
FTP 

The Information System



7

AIC web site: “visible part of the iceberg”

2001: Interim static website (E.Charpentier)

2002: Backbone of the I.S operational (Database, GIS, dynamic 
web app.)

2003: Main products upgraded – Site fully dynamic

2004: Integration – Design – www.argo.net

2005: Final website being rewied

The Information System
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http://argo.jcommops.org

http://www.argo.net
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Design for the Argo community
(TC, Float operators, Prog. Managers, Data Managers, Modelers, Argonauts, 

etc…)

… not for large public

Audience  >>>  Target

Includes basic www sections (“news”, “contacts”, “meetings”, 
“documents”, “help”, etc)

… and operations/ monitoring oriented products

The Information System … AIC website
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The Information System … available products

http://w3.jcommops.org/website/ArgoMap
zoom in/out, query, display maps
many layers available  (trajectories, EEZs, 

etc)

Interactive Ma
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Deployment Notification Interface:  
http://w3.jcommops.org/cgi-bin/WebObjects/Notification
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Official Argo Active Float list with latest 
locations and basic metadata (updated bi-daily)
ftp://ftp.jcommops.org/Argo/Status /status.txt

All Argo Deployments (bi-daily)
ftp://ftp.jcommops.org/Argo/Status /deployment.txt

All float trajectories (weekly)
ftp://ftp.jcommops.org/Argo/Status /loc.txt

⇒ Use it when you want to display current 
program status
(Metadata have been QCed by TC)
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Map Room: 10 monthly maps
http://w3.jcommops.org/cgi-bin/WebObjects/Argo.woa/wa/ma
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Argo Global Program Status
http://w3.jcommops.org/cgi-
bin/WebObjects/Argo.woa/wa/status
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National/Regional  program status 
http://w3.jcommops.org/cgi-
bin/WebObjects/Argo.woa/wa/prog 

Float Search Engine
http://w3.jcommops.org/cgi-
bin/WebObjects/Argo.woa/ptfSearch 
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Float Detail Page
http://w3.jcommops.org/cgi-
bin/WebObjects/
Argo.woa/wa/ptf?wmo=A9nnnnn
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On-line reporting interface provided  for DACs and 
GDACs (for Real Time and Delayed Mode)

Used by DAC managers

Used by ADMT chair to get a global view
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New parameters monitored by the AIC, float per float:

“are this float data published on the GTS ?”

“are this float data published at the GDACs ?”

Daily Data sources:  Meteo-France, Coriolis

Comparison with AIC official active float list

Reports on-line: http://w3.jcommops.org/cgi-
bin/WebObjects/Argo.woa/wa/dataStats

Reports sent to operators (manual … auto)
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AIC next …predict the network growth
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Float Retrieval Procedure 

International / 
Intergovernmental Issues

1% expected to be retrieved

50% of the fleet have labels
Target is to label all

Countries responsible for 
retrieval of floats when
found  (AIC assistance)
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Designate NFP

Fund  floats / Fund the infrastructure (APO/AIC)

Provide deployment opportunities

Facilitate EEZ access

How to participate in Argo ?
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Bilateral Collaborations

Float Donations: to Chile, Costa Rica and Mexico
value $15,000 /unit + Communications :

- Shipping paid by recipient
- Deployment  location choosen using regional expertise

but adhering to Argo standards

Invitation to support Argo sent by  
intergovernmental channels (IOC)

Visit of TC (seminars, training on float technology)
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Argo Globe, 
Courtesy H. Freeland, IOS Canada

Thank you  …

… Find more on-line http://www.argo.net


