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Ocean--atmosphere coupled 
modes in the Tropical Atlantic
• Gradient mode
• Atlantic ENSO mode

– can we see it using PIRATA data?
– what can we learn?
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EOF: a different approach
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Conclusions

• The Atlantic ENSO mode has two modes:
– a remotely forced mode (Pacific ENSO response)
– a local mode of interaction

• More data or modeling studies are necessary to 
understand the role of ocean dynamics


