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Fisheries Oceanography in the Virgin Islands:
Preliminary Results from a Collaborative Research Endeavor sy i ™ L e
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CRUISE #1 (CRER1)

Overview and Motivation LUTJANIDAE (snapper) and SERRANIDAE (grouper) Cruise #1 (CRER1) Hull-Mounted ADCP Velocity Vectors
A multi-species spawning aggregation located on the banks south of St. Thomas includes several economically important fish species, including dog snapper, yellowfin grouper, Nassau grou er. DISTRIBUTION AND ABUNDANCE
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This collaboration should produc ssessment, based on scientific data, of the effectiveness of Caribbean Research Council management decisions and suggest modifications and improvements to current policy. .
Additionally, this project will also provide fisheries independent data, and develop ecological indices which can be integrated into stock assessment models. 3 by, ¥ ;ag:ggda 500 March 2008 (CRER2)
/A + o | R NET INFLOW () . ' Anegada Passage (1st occupation):
Analysis of data gathered during the project’s first research cruise is yielding preliminary results. A total of 26,809 fish larvae were collected from the Grammanik and Hind Banks and surrounding regions. Of this ¥ @ a  =-1.00Sv 2.7 Sv INFLOW (2.6 Sv in the upper 800m)
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total, 585 Serranidae (grouper) and 93 Lutjanidae (snapper) larval specimens were collected. Typical sampling transects included near-shore, shelf-break, and offshore regimes. The most economically important . - LUTJANIDAE ( snapper) 1000m by 10m grid esoluton Anegada Passage (2nd occupation):
species were recovered at the near-shore sites, south of St. Thomas, St. John, and British Virgin Islands and not on the reef /shelf-break sites as expected. Concurrent Lagrangian drifter trajectories and shipboard : per 10m3 700 [ 0.6 Sv INFLOW (1.1 Sv in the upper 800m)
ADCP measurements showed a high degree of variability in regional surface water flow. Data from the project’'s second research cruise, conducted in March of 2008, are also presently bei alyzed. HIND BANK MARINE CONSERYATION DISTRICT 0 = = = = = ' ' PP
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