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Physical Oceanography Division
Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
4301 Rickenbacker Cswy.
Miami, FL 33149-1097
e-mail: Rick.Lumpkin@noaa.gov
phone: (305) 361-4513

Research Interests:  Upper ocean dynamics, observations of mesoscale to 
basin-scale circulation; pathways and physics of the global thermohaline 
circulation; interannual to decadal variations in ocean climate.

Current projects:  Scientific Director of NOAA’s Global Drifter Program; 
Principal Investigator, PIRATA Northeast Extension (PNE).

Committees, panels and memberships:  Co-chair, PIRATA Science Steering 
Group. Member: US CLIVAR Phenomena, Observations and Synthesis (POS) 
Panel; Climate.gov Science Advisory Panel; CLIVAR Tropical Atlantic Climate 
Experiment working group on observations; American Geophysical Union.

Education:

1998 Ph.D. in Oceanography, Univ. of Hawaii at Manoa
1995 M.S. in Oceanography, Univ. of Hawaii at Manoa
1991 B.S. in Physics (Mathematics minor), North Carolina State Univ.

Positions held

2004- Oceanographer, NOAA/AOML
2002.2004 Assistant scientist, CIMAS (Univ. Miami)
2000.2002 Assistant in research, Dept. Oceanogr., Florida State Univ.
1998.2000 Postdoctorate, Laboratoire de Physique des Océans, 

IFREMER/CNRS
1996.1998 Graduate Assistant, Dept. Oceanogr., Univ. of Hawaii 
1995.1996 Teaching Assistant, Dept. Oceanogr, Univ. of Hawaii 
1991.1995 Graduate Assistant, Dept. Oceanogr, Univ. of Hawaii 

Publications: see 
http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/people/lumpkin/publications.html.

Awards: Three 2009 NOAA Bronze Medals, for (1) developing the research-to-
operation transition of Climate Sea Surface Temperature Observing System 
monitoring, (2) exceptional service as author of the NOAA/Smithsonian 
publication “Hidden Depths: Atlas of the Ocean”, and (3) remarkable 
contributions and original concepts in the design and leverage of the 
Smithsonian’s Sant Ocean Hall.  Recipient of Ministère des Affaires Etrangères 

http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/people/lumpkin/publications.html
mailto:Rick.Lumpkin@noaa.gov


fellowship from French government, 1998—1999.  Magna cum Laude, North 
Carolina State University, 1991.
 
Sea-going experience:

Chief scientist, 2011 PIRATA Northeast Extension cruise, NOAA ship Ronald 
H. Brown, 19 July – 22 August 2011.

Chief scientist, 2009 PIRATA Northeast Extension cruise, NOAA ship Ronald 
H. Brown, 11 July – 11 August 2009.

Chief scientist, 2007 PIRATA Northeast Extension cruise, NOAA ship Ronald 
H. Brown, 2—31 May 2007.

Watch leader, CLIMODE-4 leg 1, R/V Knorr, 7—27 February 2007.
Chief scientist, 2006 PIRATA Northeast Extension cruise, NOAA ship Ronald 

H. Brown, 27 May – 18 June 2006.
Watch leader, Western Boundary Time Series cruise, NOAA ship Ronald H. 

Brown, 3—16 February 2003.
Designed, assembled, deployed and recovered current meter moorings off 

Maui and Oahu as part of Masters study; chief scientist of recovery 
cruise of one array.

Participant, WOCE section P18 leg 3, 29 March – 27 April 1994.

Teaching experience:

Invited panelist, 21 February 2013 “Climate Science Café” hosted by the 
CLEO institute, Pinecrest, FL.

2012— : member of Ph.D. committee, Greta Leber (Univ. Miami).
Invited lecture, 2011 Fritz Schott memorial lecture series, IFM-GEOMAR 

(Kiel, Germany).
Designed and taught data analysis exercises to Nigerian researchers and 

operational forecasters as part of the US Navy’s Africa Partnership 
Station, March 2009 (Legos, Nigeria).

2006—2008: member of Ph.D. committee, Dr. Tania Casal (Univ. Miami).
Presented lectures for undergraduates on M/V Explorer (Semester At Sea 

Program) and at City College of New York, lectures for the general 
public on Royal Caribbean’s Explorer of the Seas, and lectures for 
school children at Shake-A-Leg Miami and AOML.

Invited lecturer, 2005 Lagrangian Summer School at the University of 
Rhode Island (Tom Rossby and Andrew Bennett, organizers).

Assisted teaching and grading two courses during graduate studies.  Led 
instruction during waves portion of Introduction to Geophysical Fluid 
Dynamics class.
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