High-density XBT cruise AX080316 report

Ship          :  Maersk Vilnius
Call sign    : 9V8503
Ship Rider :  Fergus Mckay

Dates  XBT’s deployed : February 25th to March 20th 2016
a)
XBTs deployed : 511
b)
Drifters deployed:
                        Date                       Time (GMT)
Lat/Long

        Serial no.      MM/DD/YYYY   HHMM       Deg Min X     Deg Min X

01 )   116302            03/09/2016          21H13         01.59.42 N      021.53.92 W 

02 )   116301            03/10/2016          13H18         04.59.10 N      024.44.15 W
03 )   132697            03/11/2016          06H14         08.05.63 N      027.44.33 W
04 )   132969            03/11/2016          22H11         11.00.71 N      030.35.78 N 

05)    127165             03/12/2016         15H10         14.01.16 N      033.49.46 W

c)           Profiling floats deployed: No floats were deployed .   

d)        Equipment tools and supplies needed: Silicone spray and insulation tape
e)
Problems: We had to start the voyage twice since after dropping 2 xbt’s on the 29th of February a stowaway was found on board ,so we returned to Cape Town. I then commenced dropping again on the 01st March. The first part of the trip went very well but on the 5th of March I started getting interference on my drops from a short on the ship caused by sea water getting into the power box which supplied the reefers(refrigerated containers). I asked the electrician to switch the power off for the reefers and did 2 test drops and they were fine. But obviously we couldn’t keep switching the reefers on and off so I asked the electrician if he could try solve the problem. Eventually the electrician made up some extensions so that the reefers could be connected to another power supply. My drops improved but I was still getting some interference. I changed launchers but this didn’t help. The electronic cable tester showed that my Cat 5 cable was fine, but I decided to make up a new cable and run it anyway. This solved the second problem and my drops were fine from there.  I had three faulty probes which never passed the tube test and on 4 occasions re-drops were done due to wire snares. Other than that no other problems were experienced. 

f)
Recommendations: The plug for the antenna be changed to a smaller version. 
g)
Other narrative: The Maersk Visby is an ideal ship for dropping XBT's, drifters and Argo floats, with it maintaining a very steady speed, and the point of release close to the water, hence very few faulty drops occurred during my trip. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna isn’t far, making installation a lot simpler. The Captain, officers and crew were also hospitable making for a pleasant voyage.

h)
Ship contact: Captain M.C.Gaylan  




email: 908VISBY@maersk.com

