High-density XBT cruise AX080415 report

Ship          :  Maersk Visby 

Call sign    : 9V8827
Ship Rider :  Fergus Mckay

Dates  XBT’s deployed : March 27th to April 22nd  2015
a)
XBTs deployed : 485
b)
Drifters deployed: No SVPB Drifters were deployed.

c)           Profiling floats deployed: No floats were deployed .   

d)        Equipment tools and supplies needed: Electrical connector spray.
e)
Problems: I had one bad drop due to a short on the ship. The short occurred on the ship during moderate to heavy rainfall, and wasn’t related to the SEAS equipment.   There was one bad drop due to a faulty XBT and one drop which had a wire snare at 310m. All the XBT’s passed the tube check. The alarm before the drop doesn’t reset, and the transmission program jams occasionally. The plug for the antenna cable is a bit big making it difficult to feed it through the holes to the cabin. Tube 4 and 8’s pins not extracting . Other than that no other problems were experienced. 

f)
Recommendations: The plug for the antenna be changed to a smaller version.  The drop plan for time be changed so that you don’t need to enter the depth and temperature extremes every time.  

g)
Other narrative: The Maersk Visby is an ideal ship for dropping XBT's, drifters and Argo floats, with it maintaining a very steady speed, and the point of release close to the water, hence very few faulty drops occurred during my trip. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna isn’t far, making installation a lot simpler. The Captain, officers and crew were also extremely hospitable making for a pleasant voyage.

h)
Ship contact: Captain Aung Thu We Lin  




email: 908VISBY@maersk.com

