High-density XBT cruise AX081114 report

Ship          :  Maersk Visby 

Call sign    : 9V8827
Ship Rider :  Fergus Mckay

Dates  XBT’s deployed : November 25th to December 17th 2014
a)
XBTs deployed : 506
b)
Drifters deployed: 5 SVPB Drifters were deployed.

ID         DATE         TIME        LATITUDE      LONGITUDE
132691     2014/11/25   19H25       33.18.50 S    030.59.17 E
132692     2014/11/26   10H44       31.02.00 S    014.46.30 E
132693     2014/11/30   02H20       17.05.33 S    000.21.30 W
132694     2014/11/30   14H30       15.00.93 S    002.12.32 W
132695     2014/12/01   02H00       13.00.51 S    003.58.18 W
c) Profiling floats deployed: No floats were deployed .   

d) Equipment tools and supplies needed: Back cover for the launcher.
e)
Problems: I had six bad drops due to a short on the ship. The shorts occurred on the ship during moderate to heavy rainfall, and weren’t related to the SEAS equipment.   There were about eight bad drops due to faulty XBT’s where the wire snapped on release due to it not unwinding .At least 40 XBT’s never passed the tube check, so it seems I had a rather bad batch of XBT’s . The alarm before the drop doesn’t reset, and the transmission program jams occasionally. The plug for the antenna cable is a bit big making it difficult to feed it through the holes to the cabin. I had to file it down to make it fit. Other than that no other problems were experienced. 

f)
Recommendations: The plug for the antenna be changed to a smaller version. The drop plan for time be changed so that you don’t need to enter the depth and temperature extremes every time.  

g)
Other narrative: The Maersk Vilnius is an ideal ship for dropping XBT's, drifters and Argo floats, with it maintaining a very steady speed, and the point of release close to the water, hence very few faulty drops occurred during my trip. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna isn’t far, making installation a lot simpler. The Captain, officers and crew were also extremely hospitable making for a pleasant voyage.

h)
Ship contact: Captain G.Lin  




email: 908VISBY@maersk.com

