Summary of cruise AX080213 between Durban and Newark

AX080213 was conducted aboard the Maersk Vilnius. I boarded the ship at Durban on the morning of the 13th of September 2013 and did the installation and testing of the equipment. A test drop was done when leaving Durban on the 14th September. After leaving Cape Town the drops for the AX080913 commenced on the 17th September until the ship birthed at Newark during the morning of the 04th Octber 2013. 

In total 510 XBT’s were deployed. High density deployments commenced from a depth of 200m once leaving Cape Town on the 17th September and continued until a depth of 200m was reached before Newark on the 04th October. There weren't any major problems this voyage. The first problem I encountered was that tube 1 was giving erratic surface values so it was taken out ot the sequence. The second was that after a while I started getting intermittent faulty profiles. Since I had encountered this problem before I knew it was the MK21 card, so after replacing it with the spare the faulty drops ceased. Towards the end of the voyage the XBT program started freezing after each ascent and not updating the log. Fortunately the binary file was still being saved and transmitted. I established that the log of previous drops had exceeded 999, and was causing the program to freeze. So I reset it to 0 and this solved the problem. The only other problems being the occasional wire snag/stretch and a couple of faulty XBT’s.  Two drops were also a bit spikey due to welding during the drops.

Eight SVP drifters were deployed as follows:

   ID          DATE           TIME(GMT)    LATITUDE    LONGITUDE 

   114625   09/19/2013      19H34               24.14.01 S       006.19.30 E

   114594   09/19/2013      19H34               24.14.01 S       006.19.30 E

   114597   09/19/2013      19H34               24.14.01 S       006.19.30 E

   114623   10/01/2013      08H42               30.00.39N       056.25.46 W 

   114599   10/03/2013      15H00               36.59.31 N      067.12.90 W 

Overall the voyage went well. We had fine weather for most of the trip. However we experienced rough sea conditions from the 17thth to the 22nd of September  .The Maersk Visby is an ideal ship for XBT deployments since it maintains a very steady speed and the point of release is close to the water resulting in very few faulty drops due to launching position. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna isn’t far making installation a lot simpler. 

The Captain and crew were extremely hospitable during the crew and eager to assist during the voyage.
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