High-density XBT cruise AX080913 report

Ship          :  Maersk Vilnius 

Call sign    : 9V8503

Ship Rider :  Fergus Mckay

Dates  XBT’s deployed : Septrmber 14th to October 04th 2013

a)
XBTs deployed : 510

b)
Drifters deployed: 05 SVP Drifters were deployed.

    ID          DATE           TIME(GMT)    LATITUDE    LONGITUDE 

   114625   09/19/2013      19H34               24.14.01 S       006.19.30 E

   114594   09/19/2013      19H34               24.14.01 S       006.19.30 E

   114597   09/19/2013      19H34               24.14.01 S       006.19.30 E

   114623   10/01/2013      08H42               30.00.39N       056.25.46 W 

   114599   10/03/2013      15H00               36.59.31 N      067.12.90 W 

c) Profiling floats deployed: No floats were deployed .

d) Equipment tools and supplies needed: New wire cutter, cable ties and silicone spray. A new spare MK21 and backup cat5 cable and launcher.

e)
Problems: There were a few problems this trip. I had two bad drops due to the crew  welding, which caused a bit of a disturbance to the data. TheMK21 card worked, but gave intermittent bad profiles, so I replaced it with the spare. Tube one of the launcher was giving erratic surface values so it was taken out of the drop sequence. Towards the end of the voyage the XBT program started freezing after each ascent and not updating the log. Fortunately the binary file was still being saved and transmitted. I established that the log of previous drops had exceeded 999, and was causing the program to freeze. So I reset it to 0 and this solved the problem Other than that I had the standard few wire snares and snaps. 

f)
Recommendations: The Maersk Visby is a perfect ship for deploying XBT’s so I recommend we use her as much as Maersk allows us to. 

g)
Other narrative: The Maersk Visby is an ideal ship for dropping XBT's, drifters and Argo floats, with it maintaining a very steady speed, and the point of release close to the water, hence very few faulty drops occurred during my trip. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna isn’t far, making installation a lot simpler. The Captain, officers and crew were also extremely hospitable making for a pleasant voyage.

h)
Ship contact: Captain Kyaw Win  




email: 918VISBY@maersk.com

