High-density XBT cruise AX081111 report

Ship          :  Maersk Vilnius 
Call sign    : 9V8503
Ship Rider :  Fergus Mckay

Dates  XBT’s deployed : November 05th to November 22nd  2011
a)
XBTs deployed : 362
b)
Drifters deployed:  Eight drifters were deployed.

ID

DEPLOYED


POSITION

1
37127

11/07/2011 – 18:22

220 00.00' S  0030 37.00' E

2
81908

11/08/2011 – 05:40

200 00.00' S  0010 15.10' E

3
37128
            11/08/2011 – 16:33

180 00.00' S  0010 02.15' E

4
81914              11/09/2011 – 03:49

160 00.00' S  0030 18.05' W

5
37125              11/09/2011 – 14:00

140 01.77' S  0050 33.21' W

6
37126              11/10/2011 – 02:32

120 16.00' S  0070 49.80' W

7          81909              11/10/2011 – 14:10
            100 00.00' S  0100 02.50' W

8          81907             11/11/2011 – 01:18

080 00.15' S  0120 13.90' W

c)
Profiling floats deployed: No floats were deployed .

ID

DEPLOYED


POSITION

d) Equipment tools and supplies needed: A spare MK12 card, a new A/L main cable, A new hand launcher, A spare connector box and a new battery for the UPS.
e)
Problems: I had major problems with the equipment initially. The main A/L cable had a faulty brown wire which caused faulty drops. Once the problem was diagnosed I replaced the brown wire with the black wire and no further problems were experienced. On trying to use the hand launcher as a backup I found that both the black and the white wires showed no continuity on the multi-meter. So I cut away most of the cable leaving only enough to reach the launching point. This solved the black wire problem, but the white wire was broken in the handle of the launcher, so I replaced it with the screen. It worked after that. While trying to diagnose the problems above it also came to my attention that there was no spare MK12 card, so fortunately the problem wasn’t with the card.
f)
Recommendations: The Maersk Vilnius is a perfect ship for deploying XBT’s so I recommend we use her as much as Maersk allows us to. The box of spares be checked and replenished, and all the redundant spares be removed.
g)
Other narrative: The Maersk Vilnius is an ideal ship for dropping XBT's drifters and argo floats, with it maintaining a very steady speed, and the point of release close to the water, hence very few faulty drops occurred during my trip. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna isn’t far, making installation a lot simpler. The Captain, officers and crew were also very hospitable making for a pleasant voyage.

h)
Ship contact: Captain Juanillo A.Tiu



email: 908VILNIUS@maersk.com
