Cruise Report

High-density XBT cruise - AX080910

Ship Rider: Andrew Birkett

a)
XBTs deployed: 278
b)
Profiling floats deployed: Seven ARGO SOLO floats were deployed as follows:

	ID
	Reset Date/Time
	Deployment Date/Time
	Lat
	Lon

	993/79480
	09-09 / 16:00
	12-09 / 12:00
	24 03.05S
	004 20.55E

	994/
	13-09 / 19:25
	14-09 / 08:16
	16 57.18S
	003 53.05W

	995/1570
	14-09 / 16:34
	16-09 / 01:17
	09 59.85S
	011 05.34W

	996/3600
	14-09 / 16:26
	17-09 / 05:15
	05 07.56S
	015 46.33W

	999/2510
	19-09 / 15:44
	20-09 / 15:35
	08 59.42N
	029 13.83W

	1002/40570
	19-09 / 15:40
	22-09 / 13:05
	16 58.78N
	029 27.30W

	997/8500
	19-09 / 15:42
	25-09 / 00:30
	26 57.79N
	049 19.49W

	983/95483
	Did not start
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A


c)
Equipment, tools and supplies needed: Duct tape. Cable ties (large and medium). Q20/WD40. New G-clamps.
d)
Problems: Primary auto-launcher tube #7 faulty. Tube caused profiles with evidence of insulation penetration. No visible reason for this to occur. Problem began occurring during the initial intermediate density sampling and it was decided to exclude tube #7 from cycle.  Secondary auto-launcher also only has 7 operational tubes. Initially couldn’t receive email. Transceiver software was updated and problem didn’t occur again. On 09-22 and 09-23 there was a problem with transmitting data. LES was not responding to transceiver signal. Problem initially occurred when sending a large email. Problem sorted itself out and all was operational thereafter. One of the SOLO floats (#983) could not be started. It was thus not deployed and was returned to WHOI.
e)
Recommendations: Longer cable for the hand-launcher. Current cable not able to reach both port and starboard bridge-wings from accommodations. 
f)
Other narrative: The ship did performance testing on 09-23-2010 during which time a speed of 22kts was maintained for 5 hours. This resulted in a wire stretch and interrupted sampling temporarily. Poor weather with strong winds was encountered from 09-20-2010 to 09-22-2010 as we made contact with the edge of tropical storm Lisa. This resulted in several profile errors due to wire stretches. The last day towards the US coast, weather was very bad with strong winds and rough seas. Most profiles were questionable in this period due to strong cross-wind and no suitably sheltered position for the auto-launcher. Hand launcher setup could not reach the leeward bridge-wing and was therefore not of any use.
g)
Ship contact: Captain Charles Kingon  




email: 809ngami@maersk.com
