Summary of cruise AX181015 between Zarate and Durban
AX180216 was conducted aboard the Liberty Ace. I went to Harbor on February the 21 st  and waited about 7 hours in Zarate port, but the ship had a main engine problem and did not reached harbor until February 22snd so I decided came back home.

I boarded the ship at Zarate on the night of the February 22snd  2016 and I did the installation and testing of the equipment on the next morning.(02/23/2016) One test drops was done before Start High density stage on February 23rd. 
The drops for the AX18 commenced on Febuary 24th  until the ship reach 200 meters deep near Cape Town shore (aprox long. 019º 00 East) during the afternoon of march the 3rd . 

In total 311 XBT’s were deployed. High density deployments commenced from a depth of 200m once we leave de la Plata river, I return to the sampling schedule (every 15km) until reach 40º about 75 probes were used in this stage, after  I begun the Intermediate Density stage (very 25 km) until reach 001º East 118 probes were used in this stage, finally High density drops commenced 000º degrees East and continued until march the 3rd when depth of 200m was reached near Cape Town shore 117 xbt probes were used in this stage. There were a test drop (03/03/2016 09:16 hs GMT) for resistance calibration that not generates a profile, the probe # 1177599 was lost. 
The humidity inside the rope store (AFT Station) it is so high make the computers an connectors working bad. 

There are about 10 meters between the automatic launcher and the sea surface and the strong winds make the XBT wire some time touch the ship structure making the profile turn erratic.

overall the voyage went well. I had good weather for most of the trip. The Triumph Ace is an ideal ship for XBT deployments since it maintains a very steady speed but the point of release is  very far to the water. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna is very far to set the equipment in that place. 

The Captain and crew were extremely hospitable during the crew and eager to assist during the voyage.
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