Summary of cruise AX180515 between Zarate and Durban
AX180515 was conducted aboard the Prime Ace. I boarded the ship at Zarate on the night of the 12th of May 2015 and I did the installation and testing of the equipment. Two test drops was done leaving Zarate on the 13th May and one more near of start point. There was a computer freeze issues after the first launches using the new amver seas program, I set up the old amver seas program with T&T antenna transmission and started to use it, 65 drops were made using old xbt program.

The drops for the AX180515 commenced on the 12th May until the ship reach 200 meters deep near Cape Town shore (aprox. long. 018º 50´ East) during the morning of the 24th may. 

In total 320 XBT’s were deployed. High density deployments commenced from a depth of 200m once we leave the uruguayan shore. I used the new Iridium and Amver seas xbt program but I had to set the old system (T&T antenna) because the Iridium antenna failed and the xbt program freeze several times, were made 65 launches using the old system I return to the sampling schedule using the new system in the 14 th morning until finish the cruise on 24th May, when depth of 200m was reached near of Cape Town shore. There were a few bad readings for bad weather and that was the cause of emergency manual automatic launches, 

There are ten/eleven meters between the automatic launcher and the sea surface and the strong winds make the XBT wire some time touch the ship structure making the profile turn erratic.

There is a problem with the new xbt program, I must reset it the laptop two times a day and check the UTC time because some times the hour change and the Iridium antenna can not transmit properly.

Every time I tried to make a Cruise report the xbt program fails and the task window show a error message as below: 

REAL TIME XBT DATA ACQUISITION HAS STOPPED WORKING

  Problem signature:

  Problem Event Name:    APPCRASH

  Application Name:    XbtDataRecorder.exe

  Application Version:    9.2.0.0

  Application Timestamp:    551dbb3b

  Fault Module Name:    KERNELBASE.dll

  Fault Module Version:    6.1.7601.18409

  Fault Module Timestamp:    53159a86

  Exception Code:    e0434f4d

  Exception Offset:    0000c42d

  OS Version:    6.1.7601.2.1.0.256.48

  Locale ID:    1033

  Additional Information 1:    0a9e

  Additional Information 2:    0a9e372d3b4ad19135b953a78882e789

  Additional Information 3:    0a9e

  Additional Information 4:    0a9e372d3b4ad19135b953a78882e789

After a couple rough sea days, mostly overall the voyage went well. I had good weather for most of the trip. The Prime Ace is not an ideal ship for XBT deployments since it not maintains a very steady speed and the point of release is very far to the water resulting in few faulty drops due to launching position. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna is very far too making installation a lot hard. 

The Captain and crew were extremely hospitable during the crew and eager to assist during the voyage.
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