High-density XBT cruise AX181013 report

Ship          :  M/V Explorer 

Call sign    : C6TNA
Ship Rider :  Greg Brusseau
Dates  XBT’s deployed : October 30th to November 11th 2013

a)
XBTs deployed : 230
b)
Drifters deployed: No Drifters were deployed.

Profiling floats deployed: 18 floats were deployed .

   ID          DATE           TIME(GMT)    LATITUDE    LONGITUDE 

   8088       11/02/2013      23H06               32.40.56 S       000.59.89 W

   8217       11/04/2013      02H34               32.40.58 S       008.00.78 W

   8185       11/04/2013      10H35               32.40.57 S       009.58.76 W

   8178       11/04/2013      18H19               32.40.54 S       011.57.82 W 

   8081       11/05/2013      03H09               32.40.58 S      014.13.13 W 

  5188        11/06/2013      00H51               32.40.59 S      019.54.03 W

  8194        11/06/2013      12H11               32.40.59 S      022.52.35 W

  6010        11/06/2013      20H17               32.40.58 S      024.59.88 W

  6583        11/07/2013      07H57               32.40.58 S      027.58.34 W

  6005        11/07/2013      16H47               32.40.59 S      030.11.14 W

  7983        11/08/2013      01H17               32.40.59 S      032.26.42 W

  8041        11/08/2013      12H09               32.40.59 S      035.21.12 W

  8024        11/08/2013      20H48               32.40.59 S      037.32.05 W

  6281        11/09/2013      08H44               32.40.60 S      040.27.31 W

  8193        11/09/2013      17H35               32.40.60 S      042.44.48 W

  8189        11/10/2013      03H24               33.01.94 S      045.13.52 W

  6002        11/10/2013      13H20               33.29.77 S      047.30.46 W

 5186         11/10/2013      23H31               33.59.15 S      049.55.93 W

d) Equipment tools and supplies needed: A new spare MK21 and a cable tester.

e)
Problems: Very few problems.  Only experienced a handful of wire snag/snaps.  Tube 3 would not move the pin.
f)
Recommendations: The M/V Explorer is a perfect ship for deploying XBT’s so I recommend we use her as much as Maersk allows us to. 

g)
Other narrative: The M/V Explorer is an ideal ship for dropping XBT's, drifters and Argo floats, with it maintaining a very steady speed, and the point of release close to the water, hence very few faulty drops occurred during my trip. The distance from the cabin to the launcher and antenna is very close, making installation a lot simpler. The Captain, officers and crew were also extremely hospitable making for a pleasant voyage.

