AX180206 CRUISE REPORT

Introduction

AX180706 was performed on board the MV “EVER GAINING”, call sign HPCL, departing from Cape Town, South Africa on July 16, 2006 and arriving in Buenos Aires, Uruguay on July 27, 2006. 

A. XBT

A total of 180 eXpendable BathyThermographs were deployed along track according to the specifications of the Cruise Plan (62 in High Density mode between the coast of South Africa and 1ºW, 78 in Medium Density mode between 1ºW and 40ºW, and 40 in High Density mode between 40ºW and the coast of South America).

B. Problems

Tube 3 of one of the autolaunchers is noisy during retraction and extension.

C. Recommendations

None.

D. Other narrative

Following common practice, a letter addressed to South African immigration authorities stating the condition of passenger on board the M/V EVER GAINING was requested to the maritime agent. This proved to be very useful not only upon arrival in Cape Town but also when trying to check in for the flight from Buenos Aires. Airline employees confirmed recent instructions to check for return tickets of passengers disembarking in South Africa.

EVERGREEN Marine Corporation representatives in Cape Town were met in several occasions during the stay.

The M/V EVER GAINING was ready to set sail from Cape Town on the evening of July 16 but, for unknown reasons, departed only on the morning of July 17.
The ship’s Master, Officers & crew contributed to the successful implementation of the run.

E. Additional equipment, tools, supplies needed.

None.

F. GTS transmission

Transmission of full resolution data via STD-C inmarsat in real time was performed without inconvenient. 

G. Drifters deployed

Cluster #4
	Drifter ID#
	Date & Time 
	Latitude
	Longitude

	63948
62240

60336

62890
	18 JUL 0938
	33 49.3S
	10 00E


Cluster #5

	Drifter ID#
	Date & Time 
	Latitude
	Longitude

	62893
62242

60357

63947
	25 JUL 2034
	34 57.2S
	50 00W



(Times UTC)

H. Profiling floats deployed

	Float ID#
	Activation
	Date & Time 
	Latitude
	Longitude

	642/64132
	18 JUL 0907
	18 JUL 1527
	33 50.8S
	07 50E

	645/64135
	18 JUL 0851
	19 JUL 0200
	33 57.2S
	04 00E

	641/64131
	18 JUL 0853
	19 JUL 1626
	34 01.7S
	01 00W

	644/64134
	18 JUL 0858
	21 JUL 1243
	34 21.4S
	17 00W

	647/64137
	18 JUL 0902
	22 JUL 1553
	34 29.7S
	25 00W

	643/64133
	18 JUL 0906
	25 JUL 0930
	34 52.3S
	46 00W



(Times UTC)
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