AX180904 CRUISE REPORT

Introduction

The AX180904 was performed on board the M/V “EVER GARDEN” departing from Durban, South Africa on 20SEP2004 and arriving Buenos Aires, Argentina on 04OCT2004.

A. XBT

A total of 190 eXpendable BathyThermographs were deployed along track according to the specifications of the Cruise Plan. 70 in High Density mode between the coast of South Africa and 1ºW. 77 in Intermediate Density mode between 1ºW and 40ºW. 43 in High Density mode between 40ºW and the coast of South America.

B. Problems
During Intermediate Density mode segment, launching had to be suspended from 30SEP1838 to 01OCT0841 due to strong winds (force  10 – 11).

C. Recommendations

Recommend deliver for next leg, new autolauncher, silver box, and test probe. 

For hand held launcher is also recommended new cable (minimum 40 meters).

D. Other narrative

The seven boxes with the instruments and hardware were left onboard M/V EVER GARDEN (cabin in “E” deck) for next ride in November.

All along the cruise the Master of the ship, Captain Tau Kon Cheng, Chief Mate Pao Tsang Liu, Officers & crew were extremely helpful and cooperative. 

E. Additional equipment, tools, supplies needed.

None. 

F. GTS transmission

System not implemented in AX18 line.

G. Drifters deployed

Not during this AX18 line.
H. Profiling floats deployed
Not during this AX18 line.

