Update 9:

Friday 16 September

Yesterday, the Brown engineering staff identified a second faulty steering motor.  That motor head assembly was tested at a local hydraulic shop and determined to be functioning properly.  That suggests that the problem with that steering motor lies in the gearbox below the head.  Our port-engineer Jamie Lacompte reports that two spare gearboxes have been located with Scripps and these will be shipped to us.  Also the two spare pumps and some necessary hardware were also shipped on Thursday.  Arrival date for the shipped parts is unknown, however, last time the pump was shipped on a Thursday and did not arrive until around 6pm Wednesday of the next week.  New steering motors are also being fabricated here in Cape Town and should be completed early next week.

The galley will be closed after lunch today.  It will reopen Monday morning for breakfast.

Saturday, the Brown engineering staff will snake out the drains on the O3 level in another attempt to resolve the odor problem.  Please be aware they will need access to these bathrooms and sinks.

Many of the crew will be off this weekend, so there will be limited staff on the ship.  

Chuck Featherstone made it back to Miami and will be collecting a few things needed by the science-party.  If you need anything, please contact him today.

Next planned update:  Monday 18 September.

