Update 8:

Thursday 15 September

The Brown engineering staff has determined the likely cause loud disturbing vibration coming from the port thruster.  They discovered that one of the other steering motors is also bad, for a total of two bad steering motors on the port thruster.  Now they will be asking for two pumps and two steering motors.  These have been located and will need to be shipped from the US.

If you decide to leave the ship, please check in once a day starting September 19. 

You can preferably call me at:  082-774-0808 or Alison at 001-508-367-2614.  Calling the Officer of the Day “OD” at 082-585-82305 is an alternative.  Please do not call the other crew.  If you decide to take an extended trip away from Cape Town, please remain aware that you might need to end your trip abruptly should the ship schedule its departure.

The galley will be closed for dinner tonight (and every night during the week and the entire day of Saturday and Sunday).

Kristy Mctaggart found out from the Brazilian consulate here in South Africa that all official US government passport holder’s visas do not expire until their mission is complete.  Hence, we have no Brazilian visa issues.

John Blake Clarke will be leaving us tomorrow for his flight back to the US at 8 pm.  Alysha will cover collecting his samples during the cruise.

Our two Brazilian researchers Rafael Araujo and Luciano Azevedo will be sailing with us to Brazil.  Some last minute personnel issues were successfully resolved.

