Update 7:

Wednesday 14 September

The Brown engineering staff removed the new port pump and replaced it with the good working starboard pump.  The port Z-drive still has excessive vibration and noise.  This suggests the problem no longer lies with the pump itself.  The Brown has been in contact with NOAA’s port engineer and has requested two spare pumps, a new steering motor and four technicians to be sent to Cape Town as soon as possible.

A replacement cook has been located from the Thompson and will arrive before we leave.

The galley will be closed for dinner tonight (and every night during the week and the entire day of Saturday and Sunday).

I have a new cell phone.  The number is:  082-774-0808.  This is the same number I had before that is written on your gate access card.

Chuck Featherstone has successfully made reservations for a flight to Miami leaving at 6pm tonight.

Sarah Eggleston has successfully negotiated her visa issue with the Swiss embassy.

Kristy McTaggart will be heading to the Brazilian consulate shortly to renew, extend or reapply for a Brazilian visa (as required).

