Update 12:

Thursday September 22, 2011

Five officers, our Brazilian Observer and I attended the Ambassador of the United States in South Africa’s celebration of the 235th year of Independence of the USA.  The Ambassador was so interested in our work that he is going to try to accompany Assistant Secretary of Commerce Michael Camunez for a tour of the ship tomorrow at 3pm.  

Tomorrow at 10 am Alison, our Brazilian Observer Marina and I will be briefed on our possible participation in the piracy exercises being conducted by the US military.  

This afternoon one of the major pieces of equipment arrived.  

Tomorrow at noon I would like to hold an all hands science meeting to discuss the possible military drill and the implications and options available for the science party.  Also we will discuss the visit of the Assistant Secretary of Commerce and the Ambassador and I will be asking for some special volunteers to say a word or two about how their particular laboratory apparatus works.

The galley is closed for dinner today and tomorrow.

There has been no official departure date set, but given the pressure for NOAA to participate in the military exercises, the science party should be ready for the ship to sail on Saturday.

Please welcome our new Doctor Dan and cook Tim to our sailing complement.

Please advise Alison or me if you have not been able to fulfill your prescriptions from a local pharmacy.  You can also tell the Doctor and he may be able to facilitate.

