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The hurricane of October /4~8, 1948, cavsed 11 deaths and 300 injuries in
Cuba, with /2 injuries in Florida, -Damage has been estimated at about
$6,000,000 in Cuba and about $5,500,000 in Florida, which includes £lood
damage resulting from the storm,

This hurricane formed in the northwestern Caribbean Sea and was first
aninouncéd as an organized Storm at 10:45 a.m, on October 4th, near lati-
tude 19.6 N longitude 85 W. It increased rapidly to a small hurricans
and moved northeastward across Cuba durihg the night and the conter was
vory hear Havane at 6:00 a.m, of the 5th, Tho highest wind at Havena
was 132 mph, and considsranlec damage resulted in the city, while crop
damage was heavy in Habana and Piraxr Dcl Rio provinces, By noon of-the
5th, thc center crossed the Koys at Bahia Honda Bridge and Marathon,
where o lull of about 45 minutes was oxperichead, Winds woro woll over
100 mph in this arca of the Keyse By 7:25 p.m., the calm center was
over Miami, The Miani Airport Station was apparontly in the cxact cone
ter, with prossvre 28.92 inshes and wind 3 mph, The 1lull lasted from
7:00 p.m, to 7:¢35 p.i, at the Airporty while at tho City Office, scven
milos to the-cast; the lull Jasted from 73200 p.m. to 745 PoM., but the -
volocity did not drop below 19 mgh, and lowest pressurc was 28,96 inches,

The strongest wind was at the City Offico in tho last half of the storm
whon it roached 86 mph from the northwest, with sovoral gusts of 15
socouds abuve G0 mph, At the Airpert the higheost velocity was 68 mph
frem castweouthcast in the first haif of the storm, This was doubtless
duc to tall tweos formirg something of a wind~bresk to the northwest of
the instiuncnt at that place, There is attached a table showing strong-
cst wind; lowest presswre, and other motcorological data for a number of
placos visited by the hurricanc in Florida, and also a track chart with
these data entered at the various places,

The hurricanc moved fairly rapidly at the rato of around 18 to 20 mph
until it posscd-into the Atlantic in the Fort Lauderdalo-Pompano aroa
about 9:30 p.m,, after which forward movement accoleratod ovor the
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Atlantic, "Since it rcquirod ebout 35 to 45 minutes for the conter to
pass Miami, it was probably about 15 milecs in diamotor, Tho sky re-
mained overcast with low stratus clouds during passagc of the contor.

Throe tornadocs waore rcported on the advance cdge of this hurricanoj onc
at Opa Locka destroyed several housc, anothor at Fort Lauderdalec, and a
third at Pompano destroyed about 25 houscs, many of which werc occupicd

at tho time, It sécmod almost miraculous that no onc was killed or
critically injurcd, A charactoristic tornado dip and rccovery in prossuro
was notod on all barograph tracos from the Kcys to Hillsboro Lighthousc,
This loads us to belicve that this might have boen the same tornado

which dipped to carth at these scveral places as it progressod northe-
castward in advance of the hurricanc vortcx,

Aftor leaving Florida, thc hurricanc gave Wost End, Grand Bahama, Id,,
ncar hurricanc winds, and continucd rapid northoast moverent with a

gradual turn to morc costerly, The conter passced almost dircctly over
Bormuda in the latc afternoon of the 7th, and gave winds in oxcess of ~
100 mph at that place, Thorcaftor it moved castward into mid-Atlantic,

DAMAGE AND CASUALTY SUMMARY FOR FLORIDA:
Doa.ths ® O ¢ o e o o 3 O O o O @ & o © o o © O © O o o o o NOnO
Inju-rOd 6008 8 o000 d0 0600 d00000d0060 42
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Houscs othor thon honcs dostroyod. o e o o s s o o ofe o s 45
Houscs othor than homos danogode o o o o o ¢ o o o o o o o 50

Porsons sheltered in 143 Red Cross sholtors. o « « « » o 21,663
DAMAGE ESTIMATES 3

Property damage (includes flooding) . . $3, 500,000

CI‘OP damﬁgo © o 8 0 0 & 2 6 © ¢ 0 % 6 o o o © o o 0 o o 1, 5003 000
Powerfiand ¥ commmuni'cationsstiels et el SRR SR s, 400,000
Highways 9 Str00t89 cte, R 0 a o e 9 o o o o o o © o o o 100, 000

Total. & o « « » « + « $5,500,000

The Miani Office issucd 26 advisory and warning bullctins in connection
with this hirricanc, and copics have boen propared for attachment to
this rcport., It will be socen that tho warning scrvice was up to our
usual standard of oxccllonco., Conplotc and thorough proparations wore
nado in advance of the hurricanc in Florida and this doubtlcss rosulted
in saving of both lifc and property, This is the first hurricanc in



Florida history, to my knowlcdge, in which theore was no loss of lifo,
While it was'a small bhurricanc, it passed through the most populous arca
of the Statec, and loss of lifc was doubticss prevented by the warnings
and widesproad protecctive measures,

Rospectfully,

Grady Norton
Mctoorologist in Charge
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Attachnmonts:
Track charts
Tobles
Advices



METEOROLOGICAL DATA, HURRICANE OCTOBER 5, 1948 '
s = o T SESmES 7 i R P —
PRESSURE WIND DATA HOURS 1
5 5-MIN 1-MIN OF |RAIN. \
STATION o LOW |TIME | MaX | TIME | MAX | TIME GUSTS|GALES{ FALL| _MISCELLANEQUS 3
-~ S oS ..JF. SRS S e P i 4 e T =3 —+ e e e e
12
Key West VB0 15 ]129425| noon |45-N |12:12P 56=~NE 11:32%__‘ - 4e55] Severe ltng and thdr 11:19a=1122/a
Boca Chica WEAS|5 {29,16 12:25p] « ¥ 85+ -N# 120-N | L1t a3 B R S PN L e
Sombrero Key |5 T?:8*.80 1:15p lOO—Sﬂ_l_f‘; :00p 100~S# | _1:,09%“ | TR e e S O S
~Alligator Light|5 129,35 3:00p : 96-SE#'] 1:004 110# kol No lull B
] 0-70
Tavernier 5 129.38! 5:00p : SSU 580%%- SN P63, 0 ENoL D0k s iy
Homestead ‘ Lull 5:45p to 6:05p wind shifted
Experiment Sta, |5 128,95 | 6:00p |90~iTW - 7:30p = el Sgﬁl_*‘southsoutnaaslig_neﬂmrmest
i )
Fowey Rock Lgt, |5 129,16 | 8:00p ? A
T Bl 55ecy. Lull 7:00-7:45pm - wind down to
Miami WBO 5 128,96 | 7:15p 79-Wu | 9:05p | 36w 9:059 9ONW] 6 6,02 19 mph - no flat, cg
i Lull 7:00-7:35m - wind down to
Miami WBAS 5 128,92 | 7:06p 68-ESE | 6:25p 90NV | 4 | 9. 22 R
= 0-100 |
Hillsboro Light |5 129,26 ﬁi_ Wind register defective
a
Beach WBAS |5 129,45 {10130 55-N  [11:05p] 62 |2} (7.48 Mo 1ull
T SR A
Vero Beach WBAS [5 E9.64 1:30a} 39-NE 10:30p} 39-NE 10:30p 0.60
Jupiter Light 5 29.60 | 1:45p
Ft. Myers b5 E9.64 5:26p 19-N 7:07p
Everglados City b p9.56 | 4:00p20a8 | 4:30p 135-N 2,50
felle GIade '
Experiment Sta, f £9,69 11:15p|24-E 9:50p [30-E 9:50p 1Ll
_Okacchobea 52 } 9:00n 30-=NIW {10-11n

#estimoted
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PATE OF EUBRICANE
October 19u8

WBO Miami, Fla.
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