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WEATHER BUREAU o, W

Miami, Florida

October 31, 1946

Chief U. S. Weathcr Burcau,
Washington, D. C.

Subject: Forccasters Report on Hurricane of October 6-9, 1946.
Sir:

The hurricane of October 1946, will be known in Floride as onc that quickly lost
force only a fow hours before striking and did comparatively little damage. Tho
potential damage, espcciclly to the citrus crop, was so great, ond the actual dom-—
age so small, thet many in Floride attirbuted it to the miraculous intervention

of Providence in answer to stote-wide invocationse This is attustod to by a flood
of lettors to our officc and the ncwspapers over the statce The damage to the
citrus crop was ncgligible, probably about 2% or 2,000,000 boxcs ($5,000,000)
whilc proporty demoge in a1l arcas will total only about $200,000, No livcs were
lost and no scrious injurics occurrcd in the States, but ncwspapers rcport five
deaths in Cuba duc to thec storm.

This storm formcd in tho northwestern Czribbean Sea south of the Yucatan Channel
during thc night of October 5-6th and incrcascd rathor rapidly to hurricanc force
during the 6th and beogan moving north-northcastward. A Navy destroyor about 4O

to 50 milcs south of the cxtremc westorn tip of Cuba rcportcd a moximum wind of

85 knots at 5:30 pem. of the 6th., During the night the center crosscd cxtreme
western Cuba and the stetion at San Julian reported winds in gusts to 112 MPH.

it around noon of thc 7th the center passed a short distance west of Dry Tortugas,
where observations by ships, plancs, and land stations indicated a severe hurri-
canee (Sce synoptic reports on mep attached). Dry Tortugas rcportcd 84 MPH,
while soveral ships to the west of this placc rcported 80 to 100 Knots, and a
reconnaissance plene cstimated highest wind at 115 Knots (132 MPH), but there is
somo question about the accuracy of this cstimate. It appears that maximum in-
tonsity was attained about this time, however, for a planc ontered the storm about
100 milcs west-southwest of Ft. Myers at 4:18 P.M. and estimated the wind at only
85 Knots (98 MPH) - still 2 severe hurricanc. When the contor roached the coast
in the Toampa Bay arca a few hours later, the strongest winds did not cxcecd 75
MPH, with gusts of 80 MPH, Thesc rcadings were reported to thc right of the con~
ter. At Tampa, over which the calm center passed ncar midnight, the strongcst
wind was only 47 MPH,.

The) forward movement accclerated rapidly during the 7-8th from about 14 MPH when
ltﬁving Cuba, to 33 MPH while passing over Florida and Southcastorn Georgiae

mais rapid acccleration doubtless contributcd to loss of force, howcver, winds
were nearly as strong over northcastern Florida as on the west coast wherc it
first struck. This indicates thot most of _he loss in inteasity occurred between
1oon and midnight of the 7th; in fact, most of thc loss occurrcd botween L PeMe
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lore is attachbd copies of all ¢dvisowics, warnings, and bull!-tins issucd hy
~ohis office in conncction witifthe stefl. ~Theseywill chew ! e =
movement werc forcecast with a frery high Ydegreo Sghaccurauy,, K x
timely and justified, although the winds) werc not as strori¥y
warnings, due to the sudden loss of force mentioned above. e
showing extremes of pressure, wind, etc., arc included wit

show graphically these cloments at many places.

There was some complaining, ospecizlly at Key West, tha§ our /
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Tides on the Florida west coast wore unusually high and caused much of the dam~
age reporteds The town of Everglades was inundated to depths ranging from 1%
to 3 feets Parts of Punta Gorda =nd Ft. Myers were also floodecd as well as
low beaches and islands from Tampa Bey to the Keys. Some fow beach cottages
were undermined #nd damaged or destroyed, while piers, bulkheads, sea-walls,
and house-boats suffered considerable damage. As the storm moved northward
through the State some communications and power lines were downed by falling
trees and limbs, but the aggregate loss was not great., Slight damage was also
reported along the Atlantic Coast from around Titusville, Florida, to Charles—
ton, S, C., mostly from high tides. The actual amount along this stretch of
coast is difficult to estimate due to many small amounts spread over a long
coast linc,

The storm finally came to a sudden stop between Columbia, S. C. and Augusta,
Gas on the 8th and continued to lose force, Heavy rains spread over the Caro
linas and Virginia but winds diminished; After a stop of about 18 hours, the
remnants moved eastward into the Atlantic off the North Carolina Capcs as weak
low pressure system.

There follows a recapitulation of damage estimatess

Crops (mostly Florida fruit) $5,000,0003
Property damage (21l inclusive) 200,000
Total $5,200,000
Deaths: States noneANGRLaES H=IRTot A= Ryt S LR P 5
Serious injuries: None reported = = = = = = = — - - _ . 0

¥The figure for the Florida fruit crop loss is estimeted at 24 or 2,000,000
boxes at $2.50 per box. actually the damege is nezligible because in a crop
of over 100,000,000 boxes there would be more than 2% of wastage anyway. In
Some west coast countics such as Sarasota, Charlottc, and Lec, the loss will
run to 10% for oranges and 15-20% for grapefruit, but the total production
of these countics is small compared to the whols crop,

Respectfully,

Grady Norton,
Supervising Forcecaster
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Extreme
Lowest Max Wind . Wind [Extreme
STATION Pres, | zony | 5 Min Gery | L Min 51y | Cust MISCELLANEOUS
(Inches) - (MPH) (MPH)
; 7 i £ 750 th th
1. Alligator Light 9,00 34,30 SE=61. og57 SE-0l ogoo
oy | et '
2+ hpalachicola 29056 | 0200 NN - '
SE- 7th ¢ ; :
3. Avon Park 55 este | 2355 e Rain 1.46 lnchfj gt
it = SSE~50 to|  7th Damages 5% of Oranges
L+ sircadie 29,197 ? 60 est, 2230 10-20% of Grapefruit
8th % & 7
5+ Banana River 29,47 0400 . SE~58
8th ;
6. Bartow 29.27 c100 |
Brunswick, Ga, gth o 8th " 8th Tide:49.5 ft. (MHW-- 3.0). Causeway
7e (&%, Simons Is.) £9:200 8t o715 SE=39 | o815 S-60 | ogys SE-30 | & mainland inundated % mi, inland,
, Tide: 6.0 ft. at 0300,8th Rain 0,9
8, Captiva 29,620 2'{83 SE- g%g%als. Bright Moon?.loéht £ roughouz
Carysfort Reef o ’/th g 7th . . e
9. Light 29,67 1900 SE-51 0800 | Duration of gale winds: 13 hours,
" 8th t i : ;
~10.Cedar Key 29528 N0 | S or ) P NE-30 | o483 Rain: 2,80 inchas,
- r - e s - e . — m—-ﬁJ e
8th ESE-2& AL _
JJ..Charlest.on, f. E‘o’v 39039 ' 14,30 _S_ﬁ_SE—?S 813}'31250 y 55 _esg
12.Clearwater 29429 2288 NE- Og;’g Rain: 5.95 j-nﬂso
: - = > 1 -
13.Clewiston 29455 2(’)768 SSE-42 2(’)788 SSE-L49 2888 ;
ebvevencmay famme " : s e
1h.Corbez 28,95 | 055 | wm- | QtB Lull 8th 0000 'to 0100 E, Tide:+3.0ft.
- e v I et ey e v
4 8th 8th 8th {
15.Cross City 29434 0301 ‘ANNW-ZZ 0226 NNW-22 | 550 Rain: 1.30 j_ncﬁza.s.
T eth | Rain: 2,32 incgies
0360- l i 8th 206! f-_
16, Daytona Beach 29.33 ; o?ms - - SSE-65 | 1300 Tide:+ 240 ffr. o
7th L AnASAEAS | -
17. Dry Tortugas — — l 3-80 13.’8 S-Sll- 1230 Dy gtlon of g:‘f]_e wmds "'Q }’*‘N
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(B)
Lowest \ax Wind Extreme
TIME : TIME Wind TIME Extreme
STATION Pres, 5 Min EST 1Min EST £ MISCELLANEOUS
N (Inches) (EST) (MPH) ( ) (MPH) ¥ ( 7) G35 :
" 7th 7th Entire town inundated 1.5 to S Ry
18, Everglades 29455 |1900E | S~ 2030 Tide; +5,0 ft, Rain; 0,72 inchess
7th ESE~ 7th Duration of gale winds :5 hrse T de:
19. Ft, Myers 29.31 | 2115 SB.cote | 2027 | W D | ey ihe WBTREIront stfects inin
" 7th 7th th
20, Hillsboro Light 29,61 1700 SE~-51 0827 SE-53 0227
—
| 7th SE-35 7th 7th
21, Homestead | 29451 | 1800 | est. | 1800 | s-10 1800 Rain: 2.35 inches
‘ f 8th 8i'.h 8th Damage estimatéd 8111 c.iue to water
22+ Jacksonville(WBO) 29,21 0550 S-33 0700 5-33 0701 | backed up in river, Rain: 2,56
- 1 8‘t -
23+ Jacksonville(wBAS) | 29.21 Oggg  BSE-33 Ol;,B;1 <8
7th 76h 7th Tide about normal
2he Key West 2950 | 1600 | SW-36 | 1939 | SW-38 | jon5 Rain 2,01 inches—
8th 7th Tth
25. Lakeland (WBO) 29.].6—k 0035 SE-31 2300 SE-34 2330 ‘ Rain: 1.91 inches
e | ~ 8th ESE-50 | 7th : ,
26, Lakeland (WBAS) 29419 0035 ost5 2330 55 Rains 1,87 inches
_ 8th 8th : : T
27. Jasper 29439 0630 WW-29 | 0830 40 Rain:2,71 inches
8th 8th _ :
28. Melbourne 29.47 | 0235 S-38 | 0305 Rain: 2,46 inches
loadl L, - + - 3
7th 7th ' 7th Duration gale winds 9.0 hours,
<) 7th 7th
: “Tin 8h | 1 |Tusdieia olatn.k hey Teinlan
Sho HEplee 29:40 | 1915 s-45 | 2120 Bright moonligh -at height of storm,
NNE-20 | 7th ) ok g
32, New Port Richey 29.25 | Of'gg E 2300 Rain: 7.25 s ). ;
- RS - AP o v g - B oy - i g -
8th Rain: 6,20 inches, HeaVy “hunderstom
33+ Ocala 29.12 | 0315 gﬁ?%gén%hrgwggﬁ Fto west "%
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(c)
Lomes TIME Msaxmgﬁn 3 TIME |Bxtreme
STATION Pres,
(Inches) | (EST) | (MPH) (EST) (MPH) (EST) Gust MISCELLANEOUS
~WER 7th ; th - ale wi .5 hrs.
34+ Okccchobee 29.53 24,00 SSE 50 2015 Zghs E:;‘-g.t.lv.;l:v of .g.ZtL‘e winds 3.5 hrs
= 8th 9o-4Yor Rain 2.73. Duration of gale winds
35. Orlando 29,31 0145 highor - 80 IS hours:
“7th 5 th £ : g
A ot (Pt 29516, | Sy [Ea2 S8 RS S Rein: 1.06 inches, Tide: & 6.0 ft.
o o » Chasa o > Ay - ™
7th
37+ Punta Sassa 29432 I 2030 Entire point inundated 4.0 ft,.
, 8th |WSW-30 g L
38, Raiford 2914 | 0600 | est, Calm: 8th 0515-0615 EST.
Pk
8th
39+ Ste Augustine 29.25 0430 (e .
e T 7tn Tth “Tth Eead calm for 10 _min. 8th 0000,
L0, St. Petersburg 29.16 2350 | NE-48 | 2200 NE 62 | 2200 Duration of gale winds: ) hrs,
8th 8th
41. Sanford 29.25 : 0230 E 71 0230 Rain 1.70 inches,
7th 7th Tth Celm: 7th 2300~2300. Rain: 2.26 in,
L2, Sarasota 29.26 ?310 ESE 40 | 2130 ESE 50 | 1945 Tidc: 4+ 3.0 ft. Few streets inundated
' : 8t 8th i 8th l
43, Savansh, Ga. 29.2L  f1115 | s-h2 [ 1252 S-h8 | 1383 55 |Rain: 4,25 inches.
Tth ’ ;
k. Sombrero Key 29.54 1600 |
8th ! | 8th {
ll-s. Tallahassce 29.52 OABO_ NNW"’lS 0956 R&in: 0,20 inCEés. .
1 8th 8th NE 47 |7th2200 ull 15 nu_n. Rain 2,21 inches. Tide:
46 Tampa 29t { 0030 W-33  [1110 W 47 | 8thlllO0 ok centol passed, beteen
Dk FJ.eId and s
3 - SE-R8 7th Rain: 1.84 incl :s
4'{e. Tavernicr 29,64 cste 0600 Tide: + 1.5 ft.;‘
Bth | 5=3% 8th Bth A _
48, Vero Beach 29.51 0230 38 0330 S—lidy 0300 Rain: 1.30 inchgs. ;
o \ <@
Tth 7th “N )
49. West Palm Beach 29.60 | 2028 SSE~32 | 1616 Ro..; 3.09 iInchese s
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Taf/ahassee. 29.99 ww ' i
2352 NNWir Rain 2.74" \J JJacksonville
n o.20 2921 s
Rain 2.56"

Raiford
29./4- WSW®
Calm ) hour

/¢

(pa/achrco/a

29 .5¢"NNW-

MEeTEOROLOGICAL - EXTREMES o Dyt B
A ec02 | SsE_63
FLoripA-StaTion oo NEdg ), Rain 20" g Rain 2.32" Tide 2.0 [ft.
] 1 2.80"
during - the _— . 1
antord
HURRICANE of OcToBER 6-9, 1946 3925 27,8
USRS ELS. Orlandc,
29.;37[ 2\3753?41 G8o
. NewFbriPic Gale winds 4 hrs.
.
Qf]i 3”%5“‘-’ Melbourne
Lakeland 93;/; S:’z

e 2916 ESE Joe
29.14 NEAT Rairr 1.9
Calm I5‘mm.

45 I |
. y T |

Rain 2.2¢" tow
St Peter Tide +8.4F¢. | 29.27 Vero \ ch
29./6 NE 62 29.5/ S44
Calm 1O run AVOﬂkfk Ra.n 13c
Gale wwads 4-/".5 SE 55e
Cor ez Beuch k“'y' s6”
2-5L) S i 3
4 arasotq
Calm GOmin 29 z(7) cseso Arcadra Ok cbobee
Tide +3.0ft Calm 30min g 29.19 SSE(C) b 29.59 SsE
Lamm 2 26 ale wirds 35
L / ain very kgt.
s Punra Gorda,

2916 $SE B~
L. Iq.% Tide ert' .

wis
29.855 SSE 4 za‘gop?s{s'z
F+.Myers e} -
47} 3. 09

29.3/ ESE S58e G8&O
Gale winds 5.0 hrs,

Airplane Repo
28.90:»n, Sémp/b

£ye elongated: |
.36 md, E-SSW

/

Miarmi
29.6! SE 52
Rain 020"
Gale windg

-y B 4 B v " ; ‘ k o A/7 tor |
2920° | 2900 2900" 29.20' 2940 o 1 Ieer
Ory ro"t“?“s Mhs!@.x. . .5 ombrero Reef
Airpldne Re, Sale Wmds th 2 o Sw3e 29.54
Max Wind : WllusK o 29 hes o
EqJ diam.lbmis, longat.
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[ Synaoptic - Reports-for Oct. 7,

) 1230E5T]
Fla.

( rain, ave

| just priorio arrival

Area of heavrest

g 5.0
to 7Otnches, mostly
from thunderstorms|

ofcenter \

|

; \

! @mer o
| éiﬁ-/ &

101]

Oct. 9, OI30E .
/930E

/330E

4

Airplane Locates Center

at /6/8E

Lowest pres. 2890 inches
Eye elongated NNE-SSW 30mi

Mayx winds 85 knots

/930FE

e

7
/008

[d=>
|

Airplane Locates Center
at O8/OE

Lowest Pres.< 2915in.

Max. winds NE 68knots

L
Airplane Locates Center)
Lowe -+ Pres. 29.38in.

Scattered clouds at
oF maxirmum wind.

Areaof brigh? moon light,

7 me

/‘*
1002

«t 1730¢-
Knots

Airplane Reports Center
at /1223E
Diam. of eye: 16m(.
V)ram., rain aree. 70mi—

/o. a:‘ed NE-SW
S 115 Knots |

e T~ ’&w

&

o\

May Winds NE&BKnots - ,’

lrplane ‘ég cates Cente

E
Ege d:#‘fuse, diam. 60 lmul
Max winds NE 854&kno l




	1946_Page01
	1946_Page02
	1946_Page03
	1946_Page04
	1946_Page05
	1946_Page06
	1946_Page07

