ATGUST, 1883,

VIL.—This was a tropical humrricane. which developed sonth
ol the twentieth parallel prior to the 19th. The storm-centre
moved to the northwestward and recurved to the northeast-
ward, when north and west of the Bermudas, on the 23d or
24th. It evidently passed at a considerable distance trom the
coasts of the United States, since the only indieation of a hur-
ricane noticed by vessels on the seventy-second meridian., was
the unusnally heavy se. swell which prevailed for several days.
In this connection. Captain Thnmerman, of the s. s. =City of
Alexandria,” reports that the se. swell of the 21st, (in N. 34,
W. 74°,) was the heaviest he ever experienced during calm
weather.  Captain Hess, of the s, s, + Valeucia,” also reported
in N. 309117, W. 71° 22/, haromerer 30.16 (766.1), wind n.. foree
6. very heavy se, swell, nnsettled weather. heavy bank of clouds
in the se.  The earliest observations indicating the presence
of the hurricane are those of the bark “B. F, Watson.”" On
the l’élt.h,_ I about N. 219 28/, W 582 30/, that vessel reported
threatening weather, barometer falling gradually, wind nne.
blowing in strong gusts, and accompanied by heavy rain; 10
a. ., shortened sail and hove to, wind nnw. blowing a gale
with heavy rain, barometer 29.73 (735.1); 1 p. m., harometer
29.7 (754.4), wind wnw; 2 p.om., barometer 20.65 (753.1), wind
blowing in terrific gusts, and high confused sea running: 4 p.
L, barometer 29,65 (733.0). wind moderating and barometer
rising, weather clearing. It wonld thus appear that, on the
138th, the storu-vortex was at a considerable distance to the
eastward of the vessel and moving towards the northwest.  The
nextreport is that of the U, 8. Steawmer = Galena,” Commander
Bateheller, United States Navy.commanding.  Onthe 20th that
vessel was in N, 24° 407, W, 61° 267, and reported as under:
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This report shows the storm-centre to have heen southeast of

he ship, and moving toward the west; during the 18th and
19th the storm vortex was therefore between N. 189 W. 589,
md N. 26° W. 63°, and moving in a northwesterly direction
hetween the  B. F. Watson” and the ¢ Galena.” The follow-
g reports serve to indicate the probable course of the storm
and its violenee: s. s. ** Flamborough,” in N. 24°, W. 66°, on
the the 10th, experienced heavy gales and lost spars and deck
fittings: on the 20th the bark -* Folkefesten,” in N. 28° 10/,
W. 65° 417, bad a heavy ne. gale veering to s. and w. and last-
ing two davs: vessel lost several sails. The brig “Abbie CIif-
ford,”” in N. 29° 407, W. 69° 307, reported barometer (aneroid.)
30.12 (765.0), wind ne., force 6, long heavy se. swell; upper
¢londs moving slowly {rom s. and lower fromne.  On the 21st
the brig * Helen O. Phinney,” in N. 27°, W. (62, took a hur-
icane from s. to wnw., lost foremast and all attached. On
‘he 22d the brig ¢ Clara Jenkins” was dismasted in a huarri-
ane in N. 339, W. 67, and on the same date the brig
“ Daphne.” near N. 32°, W. 70°, reported as follows: 4 p. m..
Greenwich mean time,) took a hwricane which lasted with
rreat violence until the 24th; the wind was at first e., then ne.,
ind kept gradually backing until it finally settled in the sw.: the
harometer fell to 29,7 (754.4).  The wind blew hard throughont
the forty-eight hours, but during the passing rain squalls it was
terrific; the sea was very high and irregular. On the 23d the
hark ¢ Bmilia T..”7 in N, 34° W, 68°, encountered a hurricane
from se. by e., veering to nw. and lasting twenty-four hours,
lost sails.

This report seems to indicate that the hwricane recurved
somewhere near the position given by the « Emilia . On
the 25th, the s. s. ~*Britannia,” in N. 389 157, W. 63° 10/, report-
ed having encountered a cyelone from sw. which suddenly flew
around to ne. and then to se., with very heavy sea. vessel ship-
ped large quantities of water; dammaged boats and lost sails.
The s. s, depublie 7 reported. 4.21 p. ., Greenwich mean
time, N. 41° 397, W.60° 29/ ; at 8.2 p. m. barometer 28.79 (756.7),
wind s., force 4, heavy squalls of wind and rain, wind veering
to se. in the squalls: midnight. barometer 29.68 (753.9), wind
ese., foree 8, moderate gale, with fieree squalls:

14h. 2m.. ba-
rometer 20,48 (748.8), wind shifted to ene.. and increased.
squalls more frequent; 16h. 2m., barometer 26.22 (742.2), wind
veering to northward and blowing with hurrieane force, with
heavy confused sea; 18h. 2m.. gale at its height, flerce squalls,
barometer beginning to rise: 20h. 2m., barometer 29,44 (747.58),
wind u., force 10, heavy confused sea; 24h. 0., barometer 20.53
(750.0), weather moderating, wind veering to nw. Ship’s posi-
tion ou the 26th, N. 42° 327, W, 55° 0/.

Trom the 20th to 25th the storm-vortex seems to havemoved
very slowly, but after turning to the northeastward the move:
ment became more rapid; the pressuve decreased. and the wind
and sea became, if possible, more violent. On the 26th the
storm centre was probably on the southern edge of the banks
of Newfoundland. The bark * Lynwood.” in N. 43° 18/, W.
34° 31/, reported, 3 p. m., 23th, wind s., with rain, barometer
falling rapidly, hove ship to, on the starboard tack: 5 a.m.,
oGth, wind died out, and at 6.20 a. m. a hurricane burst out
from ne. throwing the ship nearly on her beam ends; parted
topsail sheets, lost lower topsails and blew the sails out of the
caskets; lost eleven sails: the hurricane lasted ten hours, with

terrible fury and fearfully high sea.

Tt was this gule that wrought such damage to the fishing

‘vessels on the Banks: the gale began snddenly at sunrise o1

the 26th, the wind blowing violently from the e. and shifting
to nne. with high sea. It is reported that one handred dories
and eighty men were lost: this great loss of life was due 10
the fact that many dories were away from their vessels, over”
Lanling nets when the gale burst on them, and were unable 10
regnin their ships. Many fishing vessels ran before the gale
and reached port in a disabled condition, others were swamped
by the beavy seas and their crews washed overboard. The
lowest reliable barvometric observations on the 26th, iu con-
nection with this storm, as yet in the possession of this offic¢,
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are those of the steamthpﬁa “State of Nev '1(L1.” and “Pennml-;
vania.”  The former, in N. 45° 43/, W. 49° 15/, reported ba-
rometer 23.9 (734.0), Wwind ese., force 9; at about 9 a. m.,
tGlbenwwb mean time), it began to blow strongly from the

and veersd to ese. mcreasiug to a whole gale with very|
hwh sea; atb noon ’she wind suddenly shifted to nw. and eon- |
I111118i1 unhl 2 p. m., blowing very hard. The s. s. ¢ ‘Pennsyl-
vania,” in 45° 28/, W. 50° 00/, reportul barometer 28.98 (736, ])
wined nue foree 10, thick and sultry.

All ves sela botwu:u the fortieth and fittieth meridians and
south of N. 47° reported strong gales from s., ne., and nw. The]|
5.8 Finchley,” in N, 47° 20/, W. 47° 40/, reported strong ne.
gale, veering to n. and nw., barometer, not corrected, 28.8
(731.5). Moving northeastward during the 26th, the storm-
centre reached N. 519, W. 36°, on the 2 .th the barometer havmo:
risen to 29. £1 (747.0), as 1'ep01ted by the s. s. ¢ British Puncewt
in about N, 49° 20/, W, 37° 20/, me 10.38 a. m. to 2.30
p. m., (Gl(iLHWlCh mean time,) of the 27th, that vessel experi- |
enced a heavy gale from wsw., w., and nw. The s. s. “ Habs-
burg 7 reported: 27Tth, 2. 40 a. m., barometer 29.59 (751.6),
wind sse., foree T3 3.40 a.m.,in N. 43° 20/, W. 40° 00/, barom-
eter 20.45 (748.0), wind se., force 8; 4.40 a. m., wind s., force
10: 5.40 a. m., wind sw., force 10; 6.40 a. m., Waw.., imw 0,
sea very heavy and irregular. From 6.40 a.m. till 10.40 a. m.,
wind wsw., force 8, barometer rising; at 10 a. m., wind changed
to wnw.; from 10 a. m. to noon, wind devre%mg and barome-
ter rising. By the 28th the depression had moved northeast-
ward fto about N. 56°, W, 21°, the region of least pressure
being indicated by the isobar for 29.5 (749.3); the storm had
apparently decreased in energy, as vessels to the west of the_
centre reported northerly to northwesterly winds of foree 5 to
7. and the wind remained moderate in front of the depression,
On the 20ch the disturbance was near the Irish coast,

“harometer

VILL—The data relating to this disturbance, which was ap-
parently a tropieal hurricane, are very meagre prior to the
28th, so that, at the present writing, it is impossible to deter-
mine when and where the storm originated. The tollowing re-
ports may have some vonnoction therewith :

On the 24th the bark *

a heavy squall with rain; the wind increased to a hurricane
and the vessel lost boats, stove bulwarks, and had decks swept.
25th, the bark = Paolina 7 in N. 253° 49/, W, 62° 22/, took a
?ml‘ric:me t‘mm nw. veering to sw. amd w., lasting until the
28tl, ( 82 420 W, B3° !)3’,} lost and split sails. S,lm day
the brig © Mlgg!e Glen,”” in N, 25% 14/, W, 64° 539/, encoun-
tered a hurricane; vessel was thrown on her beam ends and
abandoned; Captain Knock, who has made fifty -eight trips to
the West Indies, reports that this was the most violent hurri-
cane he ever e.\periem‘.ed‘ The ship = Lelipse? reported:
Angust 19th. in N, 16°, longitude not given, (probably between
W, 153° and 55°.) threatening weather, raining in torrents con-
stantly for four days, wind hauled to sse. appearances indi-
cating a cyelone, hove to tor twelve honrs, when the weather
began to improve, but on proceeding to the northwestward it
arew worse again: followed it along until the 28th, in N. 20° 40/,
W. 640, then hove to again: in twenty-four hours the weather
cleared and the wind hauled to sw. On the 28th the bark
““Alsen,” in N. 320, W. 71°, had a strong mne. gale, lasting
twenty-four hours. -

* N. Boynton,” in N. 242, W. (i°, took

The 1ep01t~s used in tracing this disturbance are tbe follow-
‘ing: The brig ¢ Daphue,” on the 28th, in N. 35° 07/, W. 66° 46/
repmted 2.30 a. m., heavy se. gale which continued with

ereat force until 2.30 a. m. of the 29th, when it blew a hurri-
(cane. The vessel was knocked down, the sea making a com-
‘plete breach over her: cut away the foretopmast l‘mckxtah
the foretopmast going over the side and carrying with it the
foremast head, maintopmast, jibboom and all attached. The
| foresail was well secured, but it was blown and washed out of
the gaskets and lost. The weather remained stormy through-
out the 29th, 30th, and 31st. At Bermuda the wind blew With
‘the force of a fresh gale from se. on the 28th, changing on the
29th to a modemte sw, gale, squally weather. Vessels near
tlle seventieth meridian had strong ne. gales, with long heavy
outh, and short east, swells. After passing Bermuda the storm-

‘centre appears to have moved nearly due north, low area vi.,

‘ot charti., probably uniting with this disturbance during its
passage alonﬂ the coasts.

On the 20th the storm-centre was near N. 40°, W, 67°, the
bark **Chignecto,” in N. 40° 15/, W. 65° 00/, had a severe sse.
gale, shifting to nw. blowing with horricane force for twelve
hours, lost sails, efe.  The s, s. “State of Nevada,” reported
at 2a. m., (Greenwich mean tune ) 29th, light e. wind; 6 a. m. .
fresh breeze from same direct ion, with heavy showers and light-
ning in the northwest: 10 a. m., moderate gale 1ncw asing rap-
1(11\ ; noon, N. 412 02/, W, 66° 047, barometer 29.68 f.):l 9),

dIL Inereasing and vcmm“ to ne. with constant rain ; 2 45 p.
m., blowing a whole gale from ne. with very high sea: Tp.m.,

wind moderating and veering to west, lowest barometer 28.98

(736.1), (1. 4. p.m. By midnight of the 29th the storm-centre
was probably at no great thtanvo from the coast of Nova Sco-
tia, when the course changed to the eastward; great damage

was done to vessels in the hculmm ot Cape Breton island, and
many vessels put into Halifax to repair damages. The storm
was very disastrous to fishing vessels on the Banlm. many of
these, being disabled in the gale of the 26th, were un: wble to
reach port before the present hurricane sw ept over them, and
were not ina condition to withstand it. Vessels as far east-
ward as the fifty-seveuth meridian, reported terrific gales on
the 20th. On the 30th the storm-centre was near N. 45°, W.
579, as indieated by the following: ++ British Princess,”
10 a. m., (Greenwich mean time,) 30th, strong gale set in. force
9 to 10, continued till 3.40 p. m., when it began to moderate,
minimum barometer reading during the gale 20.33 (746.2), wind
sw.  At5.40a. m.. five hours before the height of'the gale, the
read 29.75 (763.6); the wind afterward ‘shl*fﬁil to
wnw., force 9 to 10, ship’s poamon at noon N. 40° 30/, W. 56°
107, Cﬁ S0 Fulda,” reported 3 a. m., (Greenwich mean time)
S30th, wind began to back and inereased in toree: the following
observatiouns were taken during the gale:
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From 11 a. m. the barometer began to rise, and at 11.50 a.
m. it read 29.5 (749.3), wind wsw.. force 10; at (.47 p. m. (near
N. 43° 15/, W. 57° 207), wind decreasing; 3.47 p. m., wind w.
by s., force 8, barometer 29.7 (754.4): 7.51 p.m., wind wnw.,
force 6, barometer 20.94 (760.5): a very heavy sea prevailed
during the storm. The s. s Rotterdam.” reported, 4 a. m.,
barometer 20.2 (741.7), wind sw., foree 10, perfect storm, high
cross sea; 7 a.m., barometer 29.03 (737.3), wind w., force 9,
eradually decreasing: the wind changed during the time of
the heaviest gusts: the upper atmosphere was clear. but below
were dense clonds of haze or send. rendering 1t impossible to
see abead; the sea was white with foam and fearfully high;
lightning was observed in the sonthwest and west. At noon
tlie ship’s position was N. 42° 457, W. 509 247,

During the day the storm continned its northeastward
course, maintaining all its fury. and by the 3Istit was probia.
bly central near N. 320, W. 36°.  The s. x. = A rizona 7 oin N,
47° 557, W. 45° 22/, reported 12.08 p. m. (Greenwich mean
time), barometer 30.00 (764.3), wind sse., force 4, barometer
falling rapidly and wind inereasing: 9 p. m.. barometer 20.42
747.3), wind s., force 7: 2 a. m. of the 31st, the wind gradu-
ally hanled to wsw., force 9, and the barometer rvead 29.37
(744.7), very heavy sea; 2.30 a. m., wind suddenly hauled into
ne., foree 7, and the barometer rose even more rapidly than it
had fallen, the weather became fine but the high westerly seq
kept up. At 12.03 p. m. of the 31st the 8. = ** Waesland,”’
N. 49° 15/, W. 36° 347, reported harometer 20,23 [T42.4), wind
nnw., force 10, high confused sea. This storm was probabls
identical with that reported by vessels between W. 309 and
the British coasts on September 1st and 2d, and appears «
have lost none of its violence on nearing the coasts.
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IV.—The first indications of this hurricane were observed
at Saint Pierre, Martinique. on the atternocon of the 4th. The
following report thereot was furnished by Captain Alexander,
of the brig “L. & W. Armstrong " : “Tuesday, September
{th. Harbor of Saint Pierre, Is Jand of Martinigue.—Fore-
noon, fine weather, barometer ’anemulj 30.06, Afternoon, in-
termitrent showers, wind ene., force 3. At 5 h. 0 m., a heavy
swell began to come from wnw., and broke very heavily on
the beach ; elass 30.04, wind ne. Ar 6 h. 30 m. wind ..
heavy rain .«.:_1!1(111.-,, glmﬁ 30.04. sea inereasing; 7 h. 15 m.,
wind nnw., foree 7, glass 20.3; at times very iu,m'\ rain; 7 h.
13 m.. wind nw., force 9, glass 29.7: 3 h. 30 m., wind w., force
9, glass 20.54: ineessant rain, sea breaking very heavily, At
9 . 30 m.. wind from w. to waw., blowing in furions gusts: the
glass finernated so much that at first T thought it was broken,
but [ noticed that it fell to 28.2 and rose again to 20.02. At
that time we haid to close the ecabin doors. as the decks were
Hooded with water; at about 10 h. 30 m., the wind blew stead-
ilv from wsw.. with hwricane force. All hands were lashed
to the vessel to prevent being washed overboard: the sea was
furious and very broken. At this time T saw the first of the
vessels 2o ashore. and in a few minutes they broke np. I had
no chanece to oo below to lool at the glass until 14 h. 15 m.,
when it read 20.5: about half an hour before this, the wind
hauled to sw.. with the first flash of lightning that I observed.
At 16 b 0 v, the wind would Inll at times and the rain would
cease, then aenin i wonld blow in furions gusts aceompanied
by heavy rain. At 18 h. 30 m., rwfa wind hauled to s., with
very bright flashes of Awhrmn;_:; sen ooing «down. glass 30.0,
wind s., foree 100 sea mu"n bt not breaking, At 2 2o h, 0 m.,
slass >J“ 08, wind foree 3, clearing.”

The above veport shows that rbe hurricane p%.\-ml from se.
to wnw. of Martinique and. by the morning of the 5th, it had
eutered the Caribbean sea. At Basse Terre, GGuadeloupe, all
the wharves were destroyved.

The following repovt, furnished by Captain G. 8. Locke, of
the,s. = -~ Muriel.” at Saint Thomas, indicates that the centre
passed at some distance south ot that island: 5l h.—This day
began with a tresh breeze from ene, and with a very threaten-
ing appearance; a hurricane reported to windward. At 4 p.
m. the wind hauled to ese., with heavy squalls and maeh rain.
The barometer gave no indication of bad weather, particularly
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of the close proximity of a hwricance, as it fell only about
15 ineh duaring the twenty-four hours.
have passed about two degrees xouth of this island. During
the uight the sea-swell was very heavy from the southwest-
ward; at 11 p..m. the weather cleared np; baromefer rising.”

During the 5th the Inuricane moved slowly westward, south
of Porto Rieco.as indicated by the report of Captain C. V.
Decker. of the brig *Rising Suu:™ <At San Juan de Porto

Rico the harometer was slightly affected by the cyelone passing |

to the southward of the istand on September Hth. While the
storm  was advanc toward the island the weather was
threatening. the sk
the wind blowing a moderate g

At 11 . 23 m.. Greenwich mean civil time. the weather par
tially cleared.”

By midunight of the 5th the storn-vortex was near to 3
Demingo. At midnight of that date the wind
and at 7 4. m. of the 6th it suddenly veered to sw., blowing
with great fury and lasting until 10 a. m.  Muoch damage was

€L

int

done at sea and on shore; vessels at anchor were driven from

their anchorages and blown out to sea: the s, s, ¢ Foscolia,”

off Saint Domingo, sustained severe damages, and a large

number of small eraft were lost: in nearly all cases all hands
perished.
ing of its approach, except that the sea rose before the wind.

The report of Caprain Cameron. of the Royal Mail Steam
Packet Company’s . =, = Belize,” is given herewith, and shows
that the vessel crossed the track of the hmrricane between
Cape Maysi, Cuba. and Castle Ishind Light  Crooked Island,)
on the Gth.and that the storm-centre was, for several days,
to the westward of the ship:

< September 5th.—11 hours, Greenwich mean time. left Port
Antonio. Jamaica, barometer (corvected) 28.87: 17 hours, mod-

erate ne. wind. with passing clouds moving toward the sw.,
barometer 20.85: 21 hours. fresh ne. wind with ne. sea,
barometer 20.8.

# Geh.—3 hours, fresh ne. wind and cloudy, with higl sea, |

barometer 29,8: ¢ hours, moderate ne. wind and squally, with |
3 hours. passed Cape Mavsi light.
barometer 29.64: 17 hours. strong n. gale, with furions squalls
and heavy rain, very heavy cross sea. barometer 29.3% : 21 hours.
atrong sse. gale, with rain at times and a high, confused sea, |

rain, barometer 20.7: 1

barometer 29,41, -
“Tth,—5 hours, fresh se, gale. with constant heavy rain and
high se. sea, barometer 20.58: 74 hours, passed Castle island

]

light-house: 9 honrs. strong se. wind, heavy sea, and constaut

rain, barometer 20.61: 12 hours, passed Bird Rock light: 17
honrs, strong se. gale, with furions squalls and vivid lightning,
barometer 20.62:
thunder, much vivid lightning.
29.62, ship laboring heavily.
“8th.—3 hours, fresh se. gale. with very heavy se. sea.
clondy; 9 hours, strong se. wind, cloudy, and high se:x. barom-
eter 29.68: 17 hours, strong se. wind, cloudy, heavy sea, barom-
eter
eter 29.72, :

and heavy rain, harometer

“9th.—5 hours, sudden shift of wind to ssw., with rain and
high sea. barometer 29.74: 7 honrs, wind shifted to se.; O
hours, sfrong se. wind, squally. with heavy rain. barometer
29.76; 17 hours, no change, barometer 29.74: 21 hours, fresh

=3

se. wind, with furious squalls and heavy sea, barometer 29,

“10th.—J hours. strong se. wind, overcast, barometer 20.7;
9 hours, strong se. gale. with heavy rain and very heavy sea, |
barometer 29.66; 17 hours (about N. 33°, W. 74°), very heavy |
se. gale, with terrific squalls of heavy rain and very heavy |
cross sea (se. and sw.), Darometer 20.6: 21 hours, very heavy |
sse. gale, with hard 5(][1;11]5 and heavy cross sea, barometer24.61.

¢11th.—5 honrs, wind and sea decreasing, overcast, barom-
eter 29.66: 9 hours, fresh se. wind, fine weather, high sea,
barometser 29.7; 17 bours, moderate se. wind, high sea, barom-

eter 20,76: 21 hours, moderate e. wind and fine weather,
barometer 29,77,

The hurricane must

being covered with heavy black clonds,
cale from portheast to southeast. |

blew from ne., |

The hurricane is reported to have given no warn-:

21 hours. strong sc. gale, with furious squalls,
’ = - . i

29.72: 21 hours, strong se. wind, cloudy. heavy sea, harom-

i During the 7th the hurricane passed slowly north-northwest.

ward along the western shores of the Bahama islands, causing
‘numerons shipwreeks and great loss of life along the Exumy
cavs. At Great Harbor cay, 50 miles sontheast of Nassau, the
wind hlew with hurricaune force from ene., veering with the sapn
to sw.: all fruit trees were uprooted and much damage was
done. By the morning of the Sth the hurricane was central
south of Nassan, New Providence. Bahamas.

The following report is taken from the ** Nassan Guardian,™
“of September 8th, and was forwarded to this office by Captad
 Fairclothi. of the s. s, # Cienfuegos: ™7 % The weather
was squally during the whole of vesterday (Tth), and the sun,
at setting. shed :

a hurid glare over the western sky.  There were
oceasional showers during the evening and a breeze sprang np

from ene.. inereasing tll widnight, when a gradual {ull in the

harometer commenced. * % % At 11.30 a. m. (&th) the wind
gradualiy shifted from ne. to nw., and the cyclone was at its

height at 2 p.m., the barometer indicating 28.868. It then
‘began torise, and the wind veered to wsw. at 6.30 p. m., blowing
from that point for four and a half hours. Rain fell heavily
inearly all day and caused great destraction of property by
beating into the houses and stores; there is scarcely a house
which has not sustained damage. Walls, fences, and trees
have been blown down in all directions, and many of the houses
of the poor completely prostrated. Many wharves are totally
destroved and others are greatly damaged: the destruction to
shipping far exceeds that eansed by the rricane of 1566, = #7

The following observations were recorded on board the light-
house tender # Richmond.”” anchored near Nassan:
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unt'el' 1_‘_&1;_(]»?:.;;:';-5-(-. \-;}m;.-; :1.1.'0. as read off, ur whether the
The +* Nassau Guardian,” of the 15th. publishes a list of
nearly one hundred vessels that have been either totally
wrecked or seriously damaged in this Inuricane: the swme
paper al=o states that the pomber of lives lost has heen very
ereat, fifty-three having been reported up to that date.

During the 8th the storm-vortex appears fo have passed be-
tween Nassau and Eleathera island, and by the morning of
‘the 9th it was probably central north of, and near, Abaco
istand.  Mr.J. Peterson, of the brig # Giles Loring,”” reports
a= follows: +*On the 9th, between Abaco and Stirrup cays.
‘had a galdé from e.; ran in on the Bahama banks for anchor-
ave: anchored in four and a half fathoms; barometer, 28.5
[blowing a hwrricane; eut away spars to save vessel and cargo-
At 11 a. m. the wind suddenly shifted round to nw. in a furl-
ous blast, covering the vessel fore and aft with spray.  Latter
part of the day, fresh gale and clearing weather, wind w.”’

Mr. Peterson also reported having been informed by wreck-
ers that at the Beminis (west of Nassau), the wind Dlew from
u. to nw. a moderate gale. Although much damage was done
to property among the islands north of New Providence, it 1%
reported, however, that the hurricane was not so disastrous as
when south of that island.

During the 9th the hurricane appears to have moved 119;1{'1"
due northward; the following reports serve to indicate I8
course and show that it exhibited great energy after leaving
the Balamas: '

Japtain Klocking, of vhe German bark * Wieland,” j'm-w:l}'tls
'the following from Charleston, South Carolina: “After sailing
Ithrough the trade winds with light ne. and ene. bhreezes;
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weather very hot until the 7Tth, we fell in with an e. by &.
breeze. foree 5 (N. 27° 35/, W. 69° 53/), barometer 29.9 (error
unknowul. se. sea swell.  Sth, N. 28° 20/, W. 72° 53/, wind se.
6, squally, barometer 29.35, . sea swell, lightniug in the west-
ern horizon. 9th, N. 20° 34/, W.
squalls with rain, barometer 29.75, s. sea swell, high.  10th,
N. 30° 1§/, W. 76° 18/, wind se. blowing a violent gale, barvom-
eter 29.33, lightning all around the horizon, rain squalls, sea
from all directions. 1lth, N. 31° 31/, W. 74° 38/, wind s. 8,
barometer 29.70, sse. sea swell. 12th, N. 3205/, W. 76° 13/,
wind sw. by s. barometer 29.753, weather fine, all canvas sef,
(Observations taken at 0 hr. 8 min. Greenwich mean time.) "

Captain J. W. Reynolds, of the s. s. =City of Washington,’
reports as follows: “Sunday, September 9th, 4 a. m.. barom-

eter 29.8. the wind came out strong from se. with heavy rain
and crosssea: at 9 a. m., hove ship to (N. 29° 30/, W. 78° 5/),
blowing hard from ese., barometer 29.7, raining hard.

September 10th, 4 a. m., blowing a hurricane, a very heavy

cross sea Tunning and breaking over the ship, wind ne., raining
30° 457, W, 78° 527}

heavily, barometer 29.0; 8 a. m., (near N.
blowing hard from ne., barometer 29.05 ; noon. wind n. barom-
eter 20.1: 4 p. m., wind nw., blowing freshly. barometer 20.6,
kept ship on her course.™

Captain Quick, of the s, s. * New York.” reported: ¢ Septem-

ber Sth (N. 31° 457, W. 80° 0073, from noon of this day until

midnight. weather squally, wind light from e. to ne.. barom-
eter falling. 9th came in squally ; when Cape Canaveral bore
west, at 3.30 a. m., a very heavy swell came in from ese. fo
ne., weather very threatening, thunder and lightning. The
barometer had fallen very slowly to 20.7, and remained at
9.7 until T was within thirty miles of Jupiter inlet, when the
wind hanled from ne. by way of n. tow. At noon of this day,
at Jupiter inlet, the barometer began fo rise, with clearing
weather, bus still squally from the west.””

Captain A. C. Burrows of fhe s. s. “Rio Grande.”” bound
from New York to Galveston, furnishes the following interest-
ing observations concerning this hurricane: *TFor several
hundred miles outside of its approaching periphery. the sunsets
were yellow and the reflection on the clonds in the east was
fiery red, while the rising of the sun was characterized by a
startling redness ot the eastern sky (always considererd a sign
of bad wearher). The sun’s early rays were scalding and
stifling, although the thermometer did not indicate unusnal
heat; the atmosphere during the nights was close and oppres-
sive and the stars presented a ‘sprawling’ and ‘spattered’
appearance. while the young moon was seen sarrounded by a
vapory halo of continually changing density. The action of
the barometer showed that the cyelone was pushing its irvesis-
tible progress north against a distrier of high barometer, for
the reason that, trom the time the - Rio Grande’ left New
York (10 p. m., 5th,) until the storm-centre bore nearly éast of
her, seventy-six hours lafer, the barometer was gradually
forced down in the following manner: it wounld fall a tenth and
then rise (probably on account of local influence) halt as much,
then fall more, and so rvepeat. AT 5 a. m., of the Oth. the
ship's position was sse. of Chanaveral fiffv-five miles from 1
and about ten miles irom the shore: here the barometer begun
to fall very rapidly from 29.30, the wind breezing up from nue.,
accompanied by heavy rains and an inereasing swall from
abont east. At 6 a. m. the * Rio Grande’” was hauled off
St_lfn'e. as it was considered safer to get away from the inmediate
Vicinity of the coast, partienlarly as it was impossible, at that
time, to tell in just what direetion the storm was advancing.

are was taken, however, not to go farther than was necessary
0 secure an offing, as the probabilities were that any progress
1 eastward would bring the ship nearer to the vortex of the
Storm, Fortunately this passed so fur to the eastof us that
fhe wind only reached the foree of a heavy gale, and the storm
advanced northward so fast that that torce ouly lasted till

about 8 p. m.. when the breaking clonds and moderating wind

75° 54/, wind ese. 7, thunder

At 8.
p. m., blewing a hurricane with an ugly, cross sea breaking
over the ship, barometer 29.3, wind e. heavy rain. Monday,

| showed that the storm had passed by, and we were

able to
resume our course without having suffered any loss beyond that
of sixteen hours’ time.”

. During the 10th the hurricane continned its northerly move.
I ment toward the southern coast of North Carolina, and by the
'morning of the 11th the centre was near Smithville, North
CCarolina.  The following observations were taken at that sta-
Ction during the horricane:

U Observations taken af Smitheille. N C.during the most violend poriion of
the storm of September 10, 11 snd 12, 1853, ’

Iratis, Time.

s posed e rmneter,

CEeptember 10
D
D,

Seprember 11,
Dvr,,
I, .
Tho..

]

SO e )

10th; it reached its
maximum foree at 3.20 a. m. of the 11th, and ended at 1.20 a.
m. of the 12th.

During its progress from the Bahamas, the centre does not

The gale began at 9.30 a.m. of the

appear to have deviated from a northerly course, since its ex-
freme violence was not felt at stations on the coast of Florida.
Georgia, and South Carolina. nor by vessels east of the sev-
enty-fourth meridian. as indicated by following reports, bur
it was very disastrous to vessels between Hatteras and Wil-
mington, North Carolina:

Captain JJ. W. Lindsley, ot the brig = Aleira,” reports : = 0On
the Oth. 10th. and 1ith (between N. 35° 01/, W. T4° 10/, and
N, 36° 32/, W. 73° 30/), the wind blew heavy in squalls from

all points of the compass, with a destrietive sea running from
all quarters. The barometer ductuated rapidly, but did not at
any time full below 30,063 the clouds were very low, but I'had
no means of testing their velocity or that of the wind, T re-
gret very much that, owing to loss of xails. &e., aund the lack of
proper instruments. I was not able 1o make any close ob-
servations. as there were some peculiarities attending this
storm that I would have liked to note more particularly, but 1
hope that others have heen able to do s0.” .

Caprain A, B. Chase. of the schooner *+ X ena. reported:
< From the 3th to the 15th (from N. 31° to N, 39° and berween
W, 57% and W, . experienced a very heavy swell, com-
mencing af ssw., and ranning gradually around to . The
wenther daring this time was fne, but a heavy bank of clouds
appeared in the western board. with mare’s pails fiyving rapidly
from sw.. along the horizon To an elevation of 15 to 30°. The
harometer. though high, oscillated more ov less.”

In Captain Chase’s report, the barometer ranged from 30.1
to 30.3, wind ese. to se.. s and ssw., foree 5 o 4, weather very
fine.

The observer at Jacksouville. Florida, reported on the Oth
hrisk ne. wind blewing in squalls, heavy rain at intervals:
barometer fell slowly until 3 p. m., (29.33) after which 1t rose

slighely.  On the L0th rhe bavometer remained stationary and
the ne. wind backed to nw. and moderated to a light breeze.
' The maximum velocity of the wind at this station was 22 miles
n. At display stations on the coast of Florida the velocities

a3
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were as follows: Saint Aungustine. ne.. 40: Fort George island,
n.. 30, and at Fernandina the display was reported justified.

At Savannah. Georgia, on the 9th, the wind reached a velo-
city of 26 miles an hour from the northeast, the baromerer ve-
maining steady at 29.99: on the 10th the wind bhacked from n.
to nw. and reached a velocity of thirty miles an hour: the low-

est reported barometer was 29.82. on the afternoon of the 11th.

At Charleston, South Carolina, high winds continned throngh-
out the 10th, the barometer falling gradualiy, with rain dur-
ing the afternoon: on the 11th the wind changed 1o w. and
nyw.. brisk: barometer rising: the maximun velocity was 31
miles, n. lowest barometer, 24.60,

The heaviest eales were experienced at stations north of the
centre. On thie 10th the wind reached a velocity of 60 miles

ne., at Fort Macon, North Carolina, with heavy rain at inter-
of

vals during the day.  On the early morning + 11th the
wind shifted to se. and continued to blow w at torce;
at 7 a. m. the barometer read 249.70, and fell slowiy nuwl 4 p.

m. of that date, after which a slight rise ocenrred and the

wind afterwards shifted to sw., the gale ending on the 1Z2th.

At Cape Lookout. North Carolina. the gale began on the
morning of the 9th, the wind blowing from ne., gradually in-
creasing in force and accompanied by heavy rain at intervals.
By the morning of the 10th the wind had attained a velocity
of about sixty miles an hour; low nimbus clouds moved from
ne., and a very high ene. swell broke on the beach. From 12

m. till 830 p. m. the wind blew with an estimated velocity of

75 miles an hour: it then began to lull, and at intervals
it rose in sudden gusts of terrific velocity, accompanied by
sheets of salt water and sand and very heavy rain. which con-
tinued during the night. The wind remained at ne. uwntil 1
4. m. of the 11th, when it shifted to se. and blew with great
force thronghout the day, accompanied by heavy rain.
rain was reported to have been the heaviest known at this sta-
tion in many years. During the night of the 11-12th, the wind
shifted to sw. and moderated. No damage was done at this
place, as, owing to the timely warning issned from this office,
all fishing property had been moved to places of safety. '

At Portsmouth. North Carclina, the gale was equally severe:

the wind reached a velocity of G2 miles. ne. on the 10th, shift-

ing to se. and e. gales on the 11th: the high tide and heavy
surf snbmerged the island to a depth of one foot. One vessel
was driven ashore at Ocracoke inlet. The observers at coast
stations reported much wreckage drifting along the shores. At
Hatteras the lowest reported barometer during the gale was
29.73.

At Wilmington, North Carolina. the ne. gale began at 5

p. m. of the 10th, reaching a velocity of 32 miles an hour,
barometer falling.  On the 11th the barometer read 29,41 and
the wind changed to se. and atrained a velocity of 39 miles an
hour.

‘the ocean from W, 75° eastward to the sixtieth meridian, but

sacola we

the pressure increased to 30.0 and above.

Captain Powell, of the bark ¢ Aquidneck,”” in a mgport of
heavy ne. to se. gales encountered by him during the %h, 10th,
and 11th, when off Hatteras, says: “‘My barometer never fel}
below 30.0, nor rose above 30.2, the average was 30.1 5 for such
a gale as this I never saw the barometer so high.”

Afrer this storm reached Wilmington, North Camlina, 4
slight depression developed in the southern portiox of the
middle Atlantie states on the 11th, and moved nortkward to
western New York. This movement was traced b the wing
direetions at neighboring stations, the difference of Haromeiric
pressure being rouch less than one-tenti of an inch.

The following warnings in comnection with this
were issued by the Chief Signal Officer: At midnighs of Sep
rember Gth coast stations {rom Delaware Breakwater to Pen
« warned of the approach of a cyclove. ami vessel

Earricane

"advised not to sail antil further notice :

The

< Special bulletin, September Tth. 1 a. m.—A houricane is
veported in the West Indies near Porto Rico, moving slowly to
the northward.”

*+ Special bulletin, September 7th, 10 a. m.—Reportsirom the
West Indies indicate that a hurricane iz moving towards
Florida from southeast of Jamaieca, and vessels sheuld not
sail sonthward until the track of this storm is more inlly deter-
mined.”’

September Tth.—Despatch sentto the * Maritime Exchange,”
New York: - Huwricane reported from the West Indies near
Jamaica. Direction of movement cannot now be determined.
Further information will be sent you when received.”

“Special bulletin, September Sth, 10 a. m.—Repats from
Florida iudicate that a severe storm is moving siowly norch-
westward from the West Indies.”

-+ September 8th.—To observer, New York: Reports from
Florida indicate that a hwrricane is moving northwestward
from the West Indies.”

-+ Special bulletin, September 10th, 1 . m.—A seversstorm is
apparently moving northeastward from the West Indies, and

it is now central off the south Atlantic coast.”

Telegraph and telephone wires were prostrated and one

or two buildings of light construnetion were blown down: on
the river several vessels were driven from their moorings, but,

received only slight damage.

driven up the river by the gale.

The land on the western side of’|
the river was flooded by the immense body of water which was 0
'middle Atlantic and south Atlantie coasts, with heavy rains

The hurricane was most severe at Smithville, North Caro- |
‘land and middle Atlantic coasts during Tnesday and Wednes-

lina, and appears to have lost its energy on reaching the land.

The shifting of the wind indicates that the cenfre passed to
the westward of the station, but the barometric gradient
decreased so rapidly that the subsequent path of the disturb-

ance became doubtiul and eannot be traced. The observer at
Smithville reports that many fences and buildings of' light con-

struetion were destroved, several houses unroofed, and trees .
nprooted. The leaves remaining on the trees afrer the gale, had

the appearance of having been frostbitten, tmiming black and
beginning to wither. The rain had a saltish taste from admix-
ture of spray carried up and borne along by the violence of the
wind. Many vessels broke {rom their moorings and drove ashore,
sustaining more or less damage. The damage by the lnuricane
it Smithville was estimated at from 58,000 to $10,000,

After the10th . 11th, and 12th the winds remwained high over

- Special bulletin, September 10th, 10 a. m.—The indications
are that the severe storm, which is central off the coast of
Tlorida, will move northeastward during Monday aerd Tues-
day. cansing dangerous gales off the southern Atlantic, mid-
Ale Atlantic. and southern New England coasts,  Shipmasters
are warned that it is not safe for vessels to leave port.”

- Special bulletin, September 11th, 1 a. m.—The Garricane
previously reported in the West Indies is moving rorthwand
along the Atlantic coast and is now central near Cape Hat-
teras. Dangerous gales are anticipated off the midide Atlan-
tic and New England coasts on Tuesday and Wednesday. Ves
sels shonld not leave port.”

« Special hulletin, September 11th, 10 a. m.—The ¥West Indian
hurricane has moved northward and is now clearly defined as
central on the south Atlantic coast near Wilmington, North
Cavolina. Violent gales are reported this morning from the

on the coast. Dangerous gales areindicated for the New Eng-

day. Vessels should not Jeave port, as the storm will he un-
usually severe north of Hatteras. North Carolina.””
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Va.—The path of this depression, when between the Ber-
mudas and the United States (22d-24th). is traced on ehart i. of
this REVIEW, and is afterwards continned eastward over the
ocean on chart il. The earliest marine data referring to thix
storm as vet received at this office are the reports of three or four
vessels which encountered the storm when in or near the Gnli
stream on the 22d.  They are as follows : schooner “ Etna,” in
N. 33° 30/, W. 73° 40/, strong ne. gale, lasting thirty houlsj
vessel split sails, and was driven one hundred and twenty miles
sonthward. Schooner + Mahaska,” off the coast of South Garo-
lina, had a heavy ne. gale,in which she carried away head-gear-
The ship * Hedwig,” in N. 33° 45/, W. 75° 34/, reported barom eter
30.08 (764.0), falling slowly, wind ene., force 3. The schooner
« Jennie N. Huddell.” in N. 33° 457, W. 779 00/, also reported
barometer 30.1 (764.5). wind ne., fresh.  All the above vesses
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reported cloudy and threatening weather, with long e. sea-
swell.  The s. s, * Hdith Godden,” whieh arrived at New York
October 24th from Jamaica, reported having encountered
heavy ne. gales between N. 352 and Barnegat. On the 23d the
the wind shifted from ne. and e. to se. and s., which indicated
that the storm-centre was moving westward; the barometrie
observations and wind force reported, however, do not show
that the depression attained any great depth, or that iv dis-
played unusual storm-energy. The ship - Hedwig,” in N.
349 26/, W. 747230/, reported barometer 30.02 (762.5). wind
sse., force 3, long ene, swell, and the s, s. *D. J. Foley.” in
N. 32° 367, W, 75° 04/, barometer 30.00 ( 762.0), wind se., force
2. During the 23d and 24th moderate fo strong ne. gales
prevailed off the New England coast. The disturbance ap-
pears to have recurved when between N. 34° and 35°; the ship
s Hedwig,” on the 24th, in N. 35° 32/, W. 73% 14/, reporting
barometer 29.97 (761.2), wind nw. by n., foree 5, squally ; the
s. s “D.J. Foley 7 also reported, N. 35° 00/, W. 74° 40/, ba-
rometer 29.95 (760.7), wind nne., force 4. During the day the
depression moved northeastward, and on the 25th it was cen-
tral apparently at some distance to the south or southeast of
Nova Scotia, the pressure ranging from 29.6 (751.8) to 20.7
(754.4).  During the 26th the depression moved northeast-
ward, and by the 27th it was central near N. 50°, W. 30°,
Captain Vogelgesang of the s. =, ** Rhaetia,”” in N. 50° 417,
W. 20° 20/, reported as follows: “ Light wind shifting to se.
with rain, squally at times, westerly sea decreasing, southerly
sea inereasing.  The wind increased in foree and went around
to w., with heavy rain and heavy northerly sea-swell making
up; at 12,43 p. m. the wind snddenly hauled to north, increas-
ing to a hwrricane, sky immediately clearing.” The following
observations were taken during the gale :

Barometer cor-

Temperature, + Wind,
Tiue, T TV
C Imches.  Mill. Fah.,  Cent. | Dir,  TOTCC
SHO=IO
B — — |
3
Oeiober 27, 1.00 o, m. 10.0 4
- 4.00 0, 0.6 -3
- BL00 . .7 a
- £2.00 noo 12.8 -]
. 12,05 . 12,5 ; <]
" .00 p. o it 0.8 . )
e 2.00 .1 o 0.0 i, )
- 4.00 1k 1 a0 0.0 by )
B.00 P . 45 8.0 " nnw. 3
12,00 midnight v, .. 47 5.3 nw. -7

On the 28th the region of least pressare was near the fitty-fifth
parallel and about W. 20°, in which region moderate to strong
westerly to southerly gales were reported, barometer ranging
from 20.45 (7T48.0) to 29.65 (773.1,. On the following day the
depression either filled up or passed bevond the limit of observa-
tion



